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-	Sayuri	Sakai,	Ph.D.,	R.N.	
Email:	sakai@clg.niigata-u.ac.jp	
-	Nao	Seki,	M.D.,	Ph.D.	
Email:	nao@clg.niigata-u.ac.jp	
-	Michio	Miyasaka,	Ph.D.	
School	of	Health	Sciences,	Niigata	University,	Japan	
Email:	miyasaka@clg.niigata-u.ac.jp	

Abstract	
Objective:	This	study	aimed	to	elucidate	the	process	of	learning	in	
the	 practice	 of	 palliative	 care	 among	 university	 nursing	 students	
and	 to	 identify	 the	 elements	 necessary	 for	 training	 healthcare	
professionals	working	in	palliative	care.	
Methods:	 Practicum	 records	 of	 nine	 nursing	 school	 students	who	
cared	for	cancer	patients	receiving	palliative	care	in	a	general	ward	
were	 included	 in	 the	 analysis	using	 the	qualitative	 synthesis	 (KJ)	
method.	
Results:	The	process	of	learning	palliative	care	by	nursing	students	
was	characterized	by	a	sense	of	inadequacy	in	holistic	integration	
and	realization	of	a	deepened	relationship,	which	allowed	them	to	
see	 the	 beneXits	 of	 care	 in	 the	 patients’	 calmness.	 This	 allowed	
them	 to	 achieve	 a	 sense	 of	 satisfaction	 in	mastering	 the	 nursing	
process.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 some	 students	 felt	 the	 importance	 of	
each	day	in	terminal	phase	nursing	and	had	regrets	about	terminal	
phase	nursing.	
Discussion	 and	 conclusions:	 Two	 challenges	 were	 identiXied	 in	
palliative	 care	 education:	 (1)	 The	 need	 for	 speciXic	 educational	
support	 for	 students	 who	 had	 trouble	 in	 interacting	 with	 dying	
patients	and	had	regrets	about	terminal	phase	nursing,	and	(2)	the	
lack	 of	 effective	 coping	 methods	 for	 students	 who	 experienced	
internal	 conXlicts	 due	 to	 ethical	 issues	 surrounding	 terminal	
patients	and	their	families.	ReXlection	and	consultation	are	needed	
to	 (1)	 sublimate	 the	 thoughts	 of	 students	 who	 have	 trouble	 in	
interacting	with	dying	patients	 and	 regrets	 about	 terminal	 phase	
nursing	into	motivation	for	future	learning,	and	(2)	explore	coping	
methods	 to	 deal	 with	 ethical	 issues	 and	 resolve	 the	 ethical	
conXlicts.	
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the	practice	of	passive	euthanasia;	however,	the	social	issue	
like	thalikoothal	which	is	practiced	in	certain	places	of	south	
India	is	a	challenging	situation.	The	Supreme	Court	of	India	
had	 expelled	 active	 euthanasia	 and	 accepted	 passive	
euthanasia	 based	 on	 the	 landmark	 case	 of	 Aruna.	 It	 has	
mentioned	 that	 “right	 to	 life:	 including	 right	 to	 live	 with	
human	dignity	would	mean	the	existence	of	such	right	up	to	
the	 end	 of	 natural	 life,	 which	 also	 includes	 the	 right	 to	 a	
digniKied	 life	 up	 to	 the	 point	 of	 death	 including	 a	 digniKied	
procedure	of	death”	(Judgement,	Writ	Petition	(civil)	No.215	
of	2005).	Court	holds	that	right	to	die	with	dignity	is	a	part	
of	the	basic	right	to	life.	The	judgement	is	“the	right	of	dying	
when	life	is	ebbing	out	in	the	case	of	a	terminally	ill	patient	or	
a	 person	 in	 permanent	 vegetative	 state,	 where	 there	 is	 no	
recovery,	 accelerating	 the	 process	 of	 death	 for	 reducing	 the	
period	 of	 suffering	 constitute	 a	 right	 to	 live	 with	 dignity”.	
(The	Hindu;	March	10,	2018).	In	the	case	of	thalikoothal,	in	
my	 view,	 it	 is	 also	 a	 passive	 involuntary	 euthanasia.	
However,	the	difference	and	distinction	are	that	thalikoothal	
is	non-voluntary	or	there	is	no	mention	about	dignity	of	life.	
It	 is	 a	 concern	on	 the	part	 of	 victim’s	 relatives	 for	 reliving	
the	burden	as	well	as	grabbing	property.		
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Osaka,	Japan	
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Abstract	
Japan	represents	something	of	a	paradox	when	it	comes	to	assisted	
reproduction.	 On	 the	 one	 hand,	 because	 of	 the	 vast	 size	 of	 its	
Assisted	 Reproduction	 Technologies	 (ART)	 sector,	 it	 would	 be	
natural	 to	 expect	 there	 to	 be	 many	 cases	 of	 mishandling	 or	
mistreatment	that	come	to	surface.	Yet,	this	does	not	appear	to	be	
the	case.	The	system	seems	 to	run	surprisingly	smoothly,	at	 least	
as	 far	 as	 it	 could	 be	 observed	 from	 the	 reportage	 in	 the	 media.	
Indeed,	one	would	be	hard-pressed	to	Xind	more	than	a	handful	of	

scandals	there	that	 involve	the	application	of	ART.	With	a	view	to	
illuminating	 the	 mechanism	 through	 which	 the	 perceived	
smoothness	of	 operation	 in	 Japan	 is	 achieved,	 the	present	 article	
puts	 the	 spotlight	 on	 the	 compilation	 of	 guidelines	 and	
recommendations	for	ART	created	and	implemented	by	the	Japan	
Society	 of	 Obstetrics	 and	 Gynecology.	 I	 argue	 that	 the	 efXicacy	 in	
operation	notwithstanding,	the	said	regime	is	not	a	substitute	for	
formal	 framework	 for	 ART	 that	 is	 promulgated	 by	 the	 Japanese	
parliament.	

Introduction	
Japan	 is	 an	 in	 vitro	 fertilization	 (IVF)	 giant	 (taigai	 jusei	
taikoku)	 and	 its	 heavy	 reliance	 on	 assisted	 reproduction	
more	generally	 is	well-documented.	As	 the	nation	with	 the	
gravest	 demographic	 crisis,	 where	 the	 population	 size	 is	
shrinking	at	a	striking	pace,	it	is	often	reported	with	regards	
to	Japan	that	it	has	a	persistent	problem	of	low	fertility	and	
that	 the	 portion	 of	 newborns	 conceived	 through	 IVF	 is	
growing	 due	 to	 an	 ever-increasing	 number	 of	 people	
marrying	later	in	life.	Within	the	domestic	news	landscape,	
the	 Japan	 Society	 of	 Obstetrics	 and	 Gynecology	 (JSOG)	
survey	 result	 was	 widely	 publicized	 recently	 of	 a	 record	
424,151	 IVF	 procedures	 having	 taken	 place	 in	 2015,	
resulting	 in	 51,001	 births,	which	 is	 another	 record	 (Japan	
Times	 2017;	 Cook	 2015).	 Today,	 most	 Japanese	 would	 be	
aware	 that	 typically	 at	 least	 one	 child	 in	 each	 school-class	
has	been	conceived	via	IVF.	

Japan’s	 utilization	 of	 assisted	 reproduction	 is	 not	
merely	heavy;	it	is,	in	fact,	unprecedented	and	unparalleled.	
Indeed,	 Japan	 resorts	 to	 IVF	 like	 no	 other	 country	 in	 the	
world.	 According	 to	 data	 published	 in	 2016	 by	 the	
International	 Committee	 for	 Monitoring	 Assisted	
Reproductive	 Technologies,	 in	 all	 the	 three	 years	 under	
investigation	 (2008,	 2009	 and	 2010)	 the	 number	 of	
aspirations	(egg	retrievals	for	IVF)	performed	in	Japan	was	
an	order	of	magnitude	larger	than	that	of	any	other	country;	
indeed,	a	difference	was	recorded	of	a	whole	digit	between	
Japan	 and	 the	 second	 biggest	 utilizer	 of	 IVF	 –	 the	 United	
States	 (Dyer	 et	 al.	 2016).	 A	 further	 indicator	 of	 just	 how	
much	 activity	 there	 is	 in	 ART	 in	 Japan	 is	 the	 comparison	
between	 the	 number	 of	 registered	 facilities	 that	 provide	
such	 treatments.	According	 to	Franklin	and	 Inhorn	(2016),	
there	 were	 somewhere	 between	 600	 and	 618	 registered	
such	 institutions	 in	 2009.	 To	 put	 this	 number	 into	
perspective,	 the	 institutions	of	such	character	registered	in	
the	 United	 States	 for	 the	 same	 period	 were	 about	 three	
times	 less,	 even	 though	 the	 latter	 country	 is	 twice	 as	
populous	as	 Japan.	This	 Japanese	vibrancy	 in	ART	has	also	
been	 picked	 up	 by	 the	 foreign	 popular	 media,	 with	 the	
Economist,	 for	 example,	 publishing	 a	 column	 in	May	 2018	
entitled	 “No	 country	 resorts	 to	 IVF	 more	 than	 Japan…”	
(2018).	 “Nestling	 among	 a	 plantation	 of	 high-rises	 in	 a	
business	district	of	Tokyo”,	 the	column	goes,	 “[Kato	Ladies’	
Clinic	–	the	world’s	busiest]	clinic	implants	fertilized	eggs	in	
an	average	of	75	women	a	day”	(Ibid.).	

Given	 this	 status	 as	 the	 world’s	 most	 heavy-weight	
utilizer	of	ART,	it	could	be	reasonably	expected	for	Japan	to	
register	 a	 substantial	 number	 of	 cases	 involving	
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Abstract	
The	sustainable	developmental	goals	(SDGs)	were	formulated	as	a	
blueprint	 in	2015	at	 the	United	Nations	General	Assembly,	which	
has	 seventeen	 interlinked	 goals.	 The	 SDGs	 are	 intended	 to	 be	
achieved	 by	 the	 year	 2030.	 This	 review	 explores	 the	 use	 of	 OER	
and	how	it	could	 lead	to	 larger	possibilities	and	new	frameworks	
which	 can	 be	 brought	 together	 to	 explore	 new	 insights.	 The	
involvement	of	learning	communities	online	will	help	to	provide	a	
broader	 meaning	 to	 trans-disciplinary	 studies	 and	 meaningful	
outcomes	 for	 the	 society.	 The	 effectiveness	 of	 tasks	 rendered	 to	
achieve	the	SDGs	goals	require	value	and	ethical	oriented	actions,	
which	are	participatory,	 inclusive,	universal	and	at	 the	same	time	
actions	 which	 are	 contextually	 dependent	 on	 local	 situations.	
There	are	highlights	in	the	reports	by	SDG	scholars	on	the	need	to	
build	 co-dependency	 of	 the	 SDGs	 through	 comprehensive	
assessments	with	cross	sectoral	systems.	The	integration	of	online	
educational	 resources	 for	 learning	 communities	 involves	
leveraging	 knowledge	 construction,	 collaborating,	 sharing	
knowledge,	social	participation	and	enhanced	knowledge,	problem	
solving	 skills	 and	 attitudes.	 This	 review	 has	 signiXicant	
implications	 in	 the	 use	 of	 OER	 for	 sustainable	 development.	 The	
discussion	includes	the	scope	of	the	use	of	OER	and	the	challenges	
and	 strengths	 for	 building	 knowledge	 for	 the	 SDG	 goals	 and	
sustainable	development.		

Introduction	
The	 SDGs	 are	 intended	 to	 be	 solved	 through	 integrated	
approaches	 and	 actions	 using	 cross	 sectoral	 knowledge	
related	 to	 economic,	 social ,	 and	 environmental	
developmental	 activities.	 There	 are	 numerous	 models	 on	
climate	change	which	integrate	cleaner	air,	improved	health,	
and	 occupation	 (IGES,	 2015).	 Except	 for	 a	 few	 SDGs,	 the	
interdependency	between	the	169	targets	of	the	SDGs	needs	
to	 be	 organized	 in	 terms	 of	 how	 they	 are	 operationalized	
(Ilieva,	 2017).	 There	 is	 a	 need	 for	 ethical	 approaches	 on	
governance	 such	 as	 regulatory	 measures	 and	 incentives	
among	different	 sectors,	where	 sustainability	 is	 concerned	
(of	 the	SDGs)	(Nilsson	et	al.,	2017).	The	co-construction	of	
such	learning	content	using	OER	may	look	challenging	but	it	
could	have	beneXicial	effects	in	the	long	run.		

Online	 educational	 resources	 are	 teaching	 and	 learning	
materials	which	are	 free	 to	 the	public	and	 they	are	openly	
licensed	 (Washington	 State	 University,	 2020).	 There	 are	
various	types	of	deXinitions	related	to	what	OER	stands	for.	

To	 deXine	 in	 simple	 terms,	 they	 are	 online	 educational	
resources	which	will	 remain	 in	 the	public	 domain	 and	 are	
freely	available	under	certain	terms	and	conditions.		

Online	 educational	 resources	 and	 collaborative	
learning	communities		
Learning,	being	a	social	activity	involves	learners	to	engage	
in	 dialogue,	 communicate,	 collaborate	 and	 intentionally	 co	
constructing	 knowledge	 (Jonassen	 et	 al.,	 1999).	 Slotte	 and	
Tynjälä	 deXined	 collaborative	 learning	 as:	 “creating	 groups	
or	 learning	 communities	 who	 fundamentally	 base	 their	
learning	through	“mutual	learning	processes”	(2005,	p.193).		

When	 OER	 documents	 use	 integrated	 approaches	
between	 various	 disciplines,	 it	 organizes	 contents	 into	
context	in	education,	 in	multicultural	contexts	and	helps	to	
provide	meaningful	learning	to	learners	or	users	in	the	OER.	
Learners	 can	 contextualize	 the	 knowledge	 closest	 to	 their	
social	 reality.	 Insights	 from	 the	 teaching	 and	 learning	
processes	from	collaborative	learning	communities	result	in	
building	content	and	possibility	of	new	 insights	depending	
on	 the	quality	of	 the	 teaching	contents	and	 the	 tools	used.	
The	 challenges	 facilitators	 will	 have	 to	 manage	 while	
working	with	OERs	are	many	such	as:	managing	structured	
collaborative	 work,	 facilitator	 expertise,	 validation	 of	
Xindings	 to	 be	 discussed	 by	 subject	 experts,	 organized	
inputs,	interpretation	of	cultural	and	contextual	issues,	and	
organizing	the	contents	built	in	teamwork.		

Considerations	while	using	OER		
Effective	 learning	 models	 for	 online	 learning	 have	 shown	
three	 attributes:	 active	 learning,	 cooperative	 learning,	
learning	through	problem	solving	approaches	(Pinchevsky-
et	 al.,	 2015).	 Collaborative	 learning	 communities	 working	
on	 the	 OER	 enable	 learners	 to	 have	 personal	 interactions	
which	 reXlect	 the	 social	 reality	 and	 require	mutual	 respect	
while	 interacting	 online	 and	 ofXline.	 Other	 areas	 which	
online	 learning	 communities	 develop	 are:	 development	 of	
shared	goals,	trust	and	mutual	support	(Shea	et	al.,	2006).		

“At	 their	 best,	 online	 learning-community	 models	 allow	
participants	 to	 actively	 engage	 one	 another	 in	 ideas	 and	
perspectives	 they	 hold	 to	 be	 educationally	 worthwhile,	
exciting,	 and	 provocative.	 It	 is	 through	 the	 design	 of	 the	
learning	 environment,	 with	 an	 emphasis	 on	 shared	
educational	goals,	support,	collaboration,	and	trust	that	these	
processes	can	be	most	effectively	and	 functionally	activated”	
(Shea	et	al.,	2006,	p.177).	

The	online	learning	collaborative	framework	by	Garrison	
and	 Arbaugh	 included	 important	 components	 such	 as:	
developing	 and	 maintaining	 teaching	 presence,	 fostering	 a	
social	 presence,	 and	 exploring	 cognitive	 processes.	 The	
mediating	 factors	 that	 set	 the	 climate	 for	 teaching	 and	
learning	 are:	 factors	 supporting	 discourse,	 setting	 climate,	
selecting	content	(Garrison	&	Arbaugh,	2007;	Garrison	et	al.,	
2000).	 Teaching	 presence	 requires	 learners	 to	 “seek	
information,	 brainstorm	 ideas,	 provide	 personal	 narratives	
and	 question	 themselves	 and	 others	 while	 exploring	 the	
problem.	 In	 achieving	 critical	 thinking,	 it	 is	 important	 to	
understand	 that	 it	 is	 both	 a	 process	 and	 a	 product.	 As	 a	
process,	 consideration	 needs	 to	 be	 given	 to	 metacognition”	
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For	 the	 Cebuano	 speaking	 Filipinos,	 there	 exists	 the	
concept	 of	 “tabang”	 or	 helping	 others	 and	 the	 idea	 of	
“maayong	tao”	or	being	a	good	person.	Someone	who	shares	
to	the	needy	is	seen	as	a	good	person.	In	times	of	crisis,	the	
poor	 often	 Xind	 themselves	 helpless.	 But	 there	 are	 people	
who	 act	 and	 help	 those	who	 are	 in	 need.	 This	means	 that	
being	a	good	person	is	natural	to	people	in	the	community,	
which	 includes	 sharing	 what	 one	 family	 gives	 to	 another,	
even	if	one	does	not	have	enough.	For	Hartsell	et	al.	(2020),	
Covid-19	 is	 not	 just	 a	 biological	 phenomenon.	 As	 we	 all	
reXlect	on	it	seriously,	there	is	a	social	and	communal	aspect.	

In	 “malasakit,”	 people	 understand	 that	 the	 vulnerable	
should	get	 the	vaccines	 Xirst.	 If	a	man	wears	a	 facemask	to	
prevent	 the	 spread	 of	 the	 coronavirus,	 it	 shows	 his	
“malasakit”	for	the	other	and	his	being	a	“maayong	tawo.”	If	
one	 is	 a	 good	person,	 then	he	will	 consider	 the	 interest	 of	
others	before	his	own,	 and	such	can	be	 shown	 in	 terms	of	
prioritizing	 the	 vulnerable	when	 it	 comes	 to	 the	 Covid-19	
vaccines.	Such	is	a	manifestation	of	the	power	of	communal	
values	but	also	of	 the	 fulXilment	of	our	moral	obligation	 to	
others,	which	is	rooted	in	our	desire	to	live	well.	

Conclusion	
This	paper	is	an	attempt	to	analyze	the	concept	of	biopower.	
Our	 analysis	 reveals	 that	 it	 points	 to	 a	 fundamental	moral	
problem.	 Our	 elaboration	 of	 the	 issue	 of	 global	 justice	
reveals	 the	 inadequacy	of	 solutions.	The	 “new	normal”,	 for	
instance,	 is	 nothing	 but	 a	 re-imposition	 of	 the	 dominant	
ways	of	powerful	states	who	continue	to	control	and	dictate	
the	 lives	 of	 the	 global	 poor.	 But	 we	 believe	 in	 the	
commonality	 of	 our	humanity.	 It	 is	 our	moral	duty	 to	 care	
for	 each	 other	 and	 protect	 each	 other,	 regardless	 of	 race,	
color,	 or	 gender.	 The	 examination	 of	 the	 concept	 of	
colonization	has	allowed	us	to	understand	the	sophisticated	
nature	of	the	Covid-19	crisis.	The	pandemic	has	become	an	
opportunity	for	us	to	reXlect	on	the	necessity	of	dismantling	
not	 only	 unjust	 systems,	 but	 the	 prejudice	 against	 others.	
But	 while	 the	 above	 is	 borne	 out	 of	 the	 state-centric	
approaches	 to	 justice,	 people	 can	 bond	 together	 and	draw	
from	 the	 community	 the	 moral	 values	 that	 can	 empower	
people	in	a	concrete	way.	
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Abstract	
This	 paper	 aims	 to	 illuminate	 some	 ethical	 challenges	 raised	 by	
healthcare	providers	through	harnessing	various	ethical	principles	
and	concepts	in	a	clinical	scenario,	through	the	theoretical	lens	of	
liberal	 individualism	 versus	 utilitarianism,	 and	 the	 state’s	 role	 in	
Universal	Health	Coverage	(UHC).	The	overall	responsibility	for	the	
providence	of	sufXicient	health	services	 to	each	citizen	belongs	 to	
the	 state	 by	 taking	 mitigating	 measures.	 A	 few	 suggestive	
recommendations	could	be	implemented	at	multiple	levels	such	as	
institutional,	 societal,	 and	 national	 levels	 to	 give	 Xinancial	
challenges	a	close	attention	and	reduce	disparities	thus	enhancing	
positive	health	outcomes.	

Introduction	
Health	 is	 a	 fundamental	 human	 right	 of	 every	 individual	
around	the	globe.	At	present	more	than	ever	before,	people	
possess	access	to	essential	health	services	but	nearly	half	of	
the	 world’s	 population	 still	 lacks	 it	 (Molkizadeh	 et	 al.,	
2019).	 Recently,	 the	 national	 statistics	 revealed	 a	 massive	
burden	 on	 the	 health	 taskforce	 that	 only	 0.82	 physicians	
and	 0.57	 nurses	 are	 allocated	 for	 every	 1000	 people	 in	
Pakistan	 (WHO,	 2017).	 Unfortunately,	 Xinancial	 constraints	
become	 a	 barrier	 in	 approaching	health	 services	 in	 lower-
income	and	middle-income	countries	(LMICs).	Additionally,	
according	 to	 an	 estimation	 drawn	 by	 World	 Health	
Organization	(2017),	Pakistan	spends	only	2.8%	of	its	Gross	
Domestic	 Product	 (GDP)	 on	 health.	 Out	 of	 which,	 the	
government	 is	 accountable	 for	 its	 36.8%	whereas,	 55%	 is	
contributed	by	households	through	out-of-pocket	payments	
(Kumar	 &	 Bano,	 2017).	 The	 report	 also	 revealed	 that	
annually,	around	100	million	people	are	driven	into	extreme	
poverty	 worldwide,	 due	 to	 out-of-pocket	 expenditure	 on	
health.	Even	though	general	taxation	is	the	highest	source	of	
a	 nation's	 Xinances	 for	 health	 expenditure,	 however,	 the	
public	cannot	access	health	services	in	Pakistan.	Therefore,	
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Abstract	
The	most	affected	sectors	in	the	sudden	shift	of	curriculum	of	the	
educational	 institutions	 in	 the	 Philippines	 due	 to	 the	 threat	 of	
Covid-19	pandemic	are	the	poor	and	the	indigenous	peoples	who	
are	living	in	the	hinterlands	where	access	to	basic	services	is	still	a	
challenge.	 As	 a	 result,	 indigenous	 parents	 are	 forced	 to	 get	 the	
modules	 of	 their	 children	 from	 the	 school	 and	 deliver	 the	 same	
after	completing	the	learning	tasks.	These	scenarios	brought	many	
challenges	 to	 the	 indigenous	 parents	who	 are	 not	well	 educated,	
and	 therefore,	 equipped,	 to	 assist	 the	 educational	 demands	 and	
requirements	of	 their	children.	While	they	are	battling	on	how	to	
sustain	the	daily	economic	needs	of	their	families,	they	are	forced	
to	 spend	 time	 assisting	 their	 children	 in	 facing	 the	 educational	
struggles	brought	about	by	the	pandemic.	This	paper	discusses	the	
challenges	 and	aspiration	of	 the	 indigenous	parents	 in	Davao	del	
Sur.	Forced	by	 the	circumstance	and	driven	by	 their	 fervent	hope	
that	their	children	will	Xinish	schooling	to	be	able	to	help	them	be	
emancipated	from	poverty;	these	parents	have	managed	to	double	
their	 time	and	effort	 to	 assist	 their	 children	 in	ways	 they	 can,	 so	
that	their	children	feel	their	presence	and	moral	support	 in	these	
challenging	 times.	 Though	many	 of	 them	 had	 trouble	 in	 guiding	
and	teaching	their	children,	while	at	the	same	time	attended	to	the	
economic	 survival	 of	 the	 family,	 they	 are	 still	 grateful	 because	 in	
some	ways,	 and	 are	 also	 learning	while	 guiding	 their	 children	 in	

their	 modular	 classes.	 However,	 these	 indigenous	 parents	 hope	
that	 schools	 will	 look	 for	 mechanisms	 to	 enable	 teachers	 to	 be	
physically	 present	 and	 to	 teach	 their	 children	 face	 to	 face	
accompanied	 with	 the	 proper	 health	 protocols.	 In	 addition,	 they	
hope	 that	 things	 will	 go	 back	 to	 normal	 or	 the	 usual	 way	 of	
educating	their	children	because	they	feel	that	their	children	learn	
best	 when	 there	 is	 physical	 presence	 of	 teachers	 in	 terms	 of	
delivering	the	modality	of	 teaching	and	classroom	instructions.	 Is	
this	the	new	normal	that	they	are	really	aspiring	for?	Or	shall	they	
be	more	concerned	with	the	coming	of	a	post-normal?	

Introduction	
Even	 before	 Covid-19	 hit	 the	 country	 and	 practically	
changed	 people’s	 normal	 way	 of	 life	 and	 education	 of	
children,	 indigenous	 education	 was	 already	 ineffective	 for	
many	years	in	the	Philippines.	There	were	many	attempts	to	
revise	the	curriculum	to	make	it	more	culturally	signiXicant	
and	responsive	to	the	indigenous	people,	but	these	changes	
are	 still	 anchored	 on	 an	 attempt	 by	 the	 elite	 and	 the	
powerful	to	continue	the	normal	way,	meaning,	to	retain	the	
status	 quo	 in	 the	 way	 educational	 institutions	 are	 being	
admin i s te red	 wh i ch	 i n c l udes	 t he	 cu r r i cu lum	
implementation	 in	 general.	 According	 to	 Maboloc	 (2020),	
there	 is	 still	 domination	 in	 the	 education	 of	 the	 country	
because	 the	 educational	 system	 is	 still	 elitist,	 and	 it	 is	
primarily	geared	towards	the	satisfaction	of	the	demands	of	
the	 globalized	 economy.	 Thus,	 there	 is	 not	 much	 that	 has	
changed	in	the	educational	system	in	the	country.		

Since	 Covid-19	 struck	 the	world	 and	 the	 Philippines	 in	
particular,	 many	 things	 have	 changed.	 In	 the	 education	
sector,	 schools	 were	 forced	 to	 go	 on-line,	 modular	 or	 a	
combination	of	both,	to	be	able	to	continue	the	education	of	
children.	 will	 this	 change	 in	 curriculum	 implementation	
result	in	change	of	the	aim	and	purpose	of	education	in	the	
country?	 This	 has	 yet	 to	 be	 seen.	What	 is	 obvious	 now	 is	
that	 in	whatever	mode	 of	 curriculum	 implementation	 that	
the	 Philippine	 educational	 system	 would	 adopt,	 the	
indigenous	 peoples	 are	 always	 left	 behind.	 Will	 there	 be	
new	normal	 for	 them?	Or	shall	 they	be	more	concerned	of	
the	post-normal	in	education?		

Maboloc	(2020)	argues	that	the	term	new	normal	is	kind	
of	linguistic	tool	used	by	the	government	and	policy	makers	
to	condition	the	people	that	things	will	never	be	the	same	as	
they	were	before;	thus,	a	new	standard	of	 life	and	of	doing	
things	will	have	to	be	followed.	Although	Maboloc	says	that	
the	 new	 normal	 will	 require	 people	 to	 let	 go	 of	 certain	
comforts,	 this	might	be	applicable	 to	 those	who	have	been	
living	 in	 the	 comforts	 and	 luxuries	 of	 their	 status	 and	
positions	in	society.	But	for	the	IPs	who	have	been	battling	
with	 poverty,	 discrimination,	 and	 the	 gradual	 loss	 of	 their	
lands	 to	 corporate	 actors,	 their	 life	has	been	and	 is	 still	 in	
misery.	 Maboloc	 (2020)	 further	 says	 that	 what	 might	 be	
needed	 is	 a	 paradigm	 shift	 in	 the	 post-normal	way	 of	 life.	
Speaking	 of	 the	 possibility	 that	 powerful	 interests	 might	
still	dictate	the	way	things	must	be	done	in	our	life	and	even	
in	 the	 educational	 system,	 Maboloc	 hopes	 that	 a	 “post-
pandemic	world	must	consider	not	only	the	comfort	zones	of	
people	but	must	also	attempt	to	alter	the	unjust	systems	and	
unfair	power	relations”	(Maboloc,	2020:439).	
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