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Abstract

Adolescents’ reproductive health in Indonesia is of growing
concern. Over the past decade, unintended pregnancy resulted
from pre-marital sexual intercourse and unsafe sex behaviors
tend to be increasing. Lack of reproductive health knowledge
was a major cause of such risky behavior. With regards to
Indonesian culture, men are more likely to initiate sexual
intercourse. Therefore, this study aimed to examine the
reproductive health knowledge of Indonesian young men and
its determinants. Findings are expected to support the
provision of reproductive health education for young people in
Indonesia. The present study employed secondary data from
Adolescents Reproductive Health component of the Indonesian
Demographic and Health Survey 2012. A total of 1,840 census
blocks in 874 urban and 966 rural areas were selected from the
list of census blocks in the selected primary sampling units
formed during the 2010 population census. A total of 10,980
never-married men aged 15 to 24 years old was selected for
analysis. Only 28.5% of Indonesian young men aged 15-24 had a
complete reproductive health knowledge related to pregnancy.
Half of respondents had incorrect knowledge regarding fertile
period and more than half (51.3%) believed incorrectly that
pregnancy cannot occur with only one sexual intercourse.

School-related variables were the strongest predictors of
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knowledge. Those who completed their education at secondary
level or more, and those who obtained reproductive health
lessons at school were more likely to have a complete
reproductive health knowledge. Having a reference person to
talk about reproductive health matters was also a strong
predictor for knowledge, followed by access to reproductive
health media and place of residence. In conclusion, the study
indicates that most of Indonesian young men lacked health
knowledge related to pregnancy. The findings also suggest that
schools were able to provide a good quality of reproductive
health information for young people. Therefore, providing an
adequate reproductive health education at school is strongly

recommended.
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The Journal of Health Research (J Health Res) is a peer-reviewed, open-access journal published by the College of
Public Health Sciences, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand.

J Health Res is dedicated to publishing valid research from different areas of public health, such as determinants
of illness, benefits of health-related interventions, quality of life, health systems and services development, and
environmental health. We especially welcome manuscripts focusing mainly, but not limited to, Asian themes. e.g.,
culture-based public health interventions, diseases that impose heavy burdens in populations, and traditional
medicine. A valid and accepted scientific methodology must be applied.
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J Health Res is a bimonthly journal, published six times per year.
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From time to time, J Health Res also publishes supplements of material such as conference proceedings and

research manuscripts.

Open Access Policy

This journal provides immediate open access to its content on the principle that making research freely available

to the public supports a greater global exchange of knowledge.
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