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Abstract. The Indonesia government has enacted the 

Village Act (Law No. 6/2014) which allows villages to 

establish a simple democratic government which 

consists of an executive (village leader) and a 

legislative body named Village Representative 

Council (VRC). As the legislative politics have been 

progressing forward to gender equality through 

affirmative action so does the village. This article 

explores the development of affirmative action at the 

villages of Semarang Regency whereby the regent 

government has enacted an affirmative action 

mechanism to ensure women representation in the 

VRC for at least one woman per village. Moreover, it 

is supposed that such policy can improve their 

political capabilities and public supports, thus the 

task of this article to find out. Therefore, we used a 

qualitative approach to examine the policy’s 

implementation in the villages of Semarang Regency. 

Our preliminary findings explain that the policy 

mandates the village government to facilitate and 

encourage women villagers to be active in politics, 

especially decision-making, through three key 

strategies, self-participation, self-representation, and 

community building. Self-participation means that 

women shall be organized as a political group. Self-

representation means that the representative of 

women’s interests shall come from, be nominated, 

and voted by, women villagers only. 

 

Keywords: affirmative action, self-participation, self-

representation, women’s role in politics 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In 2014, the Indonesian government enacted the Law 

No. 6/2014 on Village or often called as the Village Act. 

The Village Act is a statute which permitted villages to 

establish its own autonomous government along with its 

complete mechanism –i.e. election- and governmental 

system –i.e. executive and legislative bodies-. This act is 

a part of decentralization politics in Indonesia that is 

named as otonomi daerah or regional autonomy. 

Initially, the state granted multi-faceted autonomy 

powers to provinces and districts with the former has 

higher authority than the latter. The decentralization 

mandates the central government to allocate some 

powers to regional governments as to take a decision and 

legislating statutes specifically addressed and applied in 

accordance with each own province and district [1]. 

Whereas the central government would only retain 

powers in the field of monetary matters, defense, foreign 

affairs, justice and religion [2]. As an extension policy to 

decentralization politics, the Village Act started a new 

phase for Indonesia’s village governance which was once 

posited as the smallest and hierarchically lowest 

administrative unit in a top-down system towards an 

autonomous polis-like community [3]–[6]. 

Decentralization is integral to the democratization 

efforts in Indonesia. Another vital part of 

democratization is achieving equality, especially in terms 

of gender [7]. The Indonesian government has been 

committed to realizing this goal by enacting an 

affirmative action, a special measure that is intended to 

uplift the voice of the disadvantaged and disenfranchised, 

in a form of quota policy which is stipulated in the Law 

No.2/2011 or Political Party Act and Legislative Election 

Act (Law No. 7/2017) [8]–[10]. The quota mandates a 

30% minimum of women participation in both party 

membership and electoral candidacies for any political 

party that intends to participate in the election. This 

policy is proven to be fruitful as to boosting women 

participation in politics and also their representation in 

the state legislative –or as Indonesians have known as the 

People’s Representative Assembly-. In the 2019 election, 

women constituted 48 % of the total candidates and 

20.5% of the total winning candidates in state legislative 

and senate, the highest one since the post-reform era 

(bbc.com, 2019). 

Looking at the increasing popularity of gender 

equality movement and the positive reception of the 

affirmative action [11], the idea of women representation 

in decision-making has become more common as a staple 

fundamental value for Indonesia’s democracy in any 

political level, whether it is as great as a state or as small 
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Abstract. The inclusion of strict liability provision in 
the Indonesian EMAs has a long history. Since the 
enactment of the first EMA of 1982 up to the third 
EMA of 2009, there have been 45 community 
environmental disputes submitted to the District 
Court, but the Court verdicts have torn the sense of 
the people's justice. Furthermore, although the EMA 
has a provision on the strict liability principle, the 
Court has just applied the principle of strict liability. 
From the cases studied, the judges did not understand 
the strict liability principle. Lawyers, prosecutors, 
and judges do not comprehend this principle. In fact, 
the principle of strict liability can not be applied to all 
environmental disputes. For example, it is not 
applicable to pollution and environmental 
degradation. As a result, communities who are the 
victims of pollution and environmental degradation 
resulting from the industrial and palm activities are 
always in a weak position. Therefore, in the court 
trial, they are the looser. Under that condition, people 
will never get environmental justice as they expect 
from the existing environmental law. This paper 
discusses the development of the strict liability 
principle stipulated in the Indonesian Environmental 
Acts. In some cases, judges referred to that principle 
in solving environmental conflicts.  

Keywords: environmental disputes, environmental 
degradation, pollution, strict liability

INTRODUCTION

The strict liability principle was regulated in the 
Indonesian EMA of 1982 [1]. Although that principle 
was mentioned in the EMA of 1982, but it was not 
applied in WALHI [2]vs. PT. Inti Indorayon Utama 
case(1988) [3]. In other community environmental 
disputes brought before the District Court, the strict 
liability principle has never been referred to either by 
courts or lawyers or even by prosecutors. 

Furthermore, although it was recorded that from1989 
up to 2005 there were about 42 community 
environmental cases brought before the Courts, there was 
limited information regarding the use of the strict 
liability principle as the basis for the people's reference to 
suing the industries [4]. Since the EMA of 1982 did not 
help to protect the people rights, the Indonesian 

Government replaced the first EMA of 1982 to the EMA 
of 1997. The Government also replaced the second EMA 
of 1997 with the 2009 EMA, no. 23 [5]. It is noted that 
although the strict liability principle has always been 
regulated in the EMA, the community environmental 
disputes do not lessen. Amongst the 42 cases that 
occurred during the application of the EMAs, there were 
only two cases in which the Courts utilized the strict 
liability to sue the perpetrator of environmental pollution 
[6]. Those cases are the Mandalawangi (2003) and the 
Land Fire (2015). The problem raised in this paper is 
why the lawyers, the judges, and the prosecutors did not 
apply the strict liability principle in all cases.  

The Development of the Strict Liability Principle in
the Indonesian Civil Code (KUHPERDATA) 

Historically, the strict liability principle was derived 
from the Common law system in the Middle Age. At the 
time, the objective of strict liability was used for paying 
compensation to the victim. It was used to prevent the 
war among the tribes [7]. In its further developments, the 
provision of compensation was developed and associated 
with a responsibility for acts that were against the law[8]. 
According to Komar[9] "the actions, contrary to the law, 
cause harm to other parties require the perpetrator to pay 
damages." This is called "No liability without fault," 
which emphasizes the element of fault. Under this 
principle, the victim will get paid for the loss he or she 
suffered from if he or she can prove that the losses were 
due to the mistakes made by the doer. Then the element 
of "negligence" is considered as the element 
implemented in the dispute settlement. This causes the 
shifting of burden from "No liability without fault" to 
"liability based on fault." Herein, even the loss based on 
the element of fault, the victim does not need to prove the 
damage suffered from the wrongful acts of the 
perpetrator. This is a new principle of compensation, 
namely "strict liability." This new principle is now in 
many common law countries applied in environmental 
matters requiring compensation. 

In Indonesian civil law, the principle of wrongdoings 
is regulated in Article 1365 Civil Code [10]. 
Unfortunately, among the Indonesian scholars, there is 
no agreement on the use of the term "wrongdoings" or 
the "actions that conflict with the principles of law" and 
"acts against the law." This is because Article 1365 Civil 
Code provides a general formula that "every act that is 
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Abstract. Pokoh Kidul village is one of the agricultural 
centers in Wonogiri. Rapid agricultural development 
in Pokoh Kidul village has made the village a potential 
area for an organic farming center. This is supported 
by the abundance of underutilized agricultural waste. 
The organic farming system was developed by Sri 
Kuncoro Farmers Group by utilizing surrounding 
agricultural waste to produce solid and liquid organic 
fertilizers, amino acids, booster, Plant Growth 
Promoting Rhizobacteria (PGPR), as well as nutrients 
for plants and vegetable pesticides, which are utilized 
during agricultural cultivation. It aims to produce
healthier agricultural products free from synthetic 
chemicals. The activities carried out in the process of 
developing organic agriculture include counseling, 
training, and production assistance. The results of the 
activity indicate that Sri Kuncoro Farmers Group has 
been able to produce organic products that can be 
used to develop organic farming systems in the 
village. These products have been utilized for the 
cultivation of figs, fruits, and vegetables by the 
surrounding community. 

Keywords: organic farming, organic fertilizers, Pokoh 
Kidul

INTRODUCTION

Pokoh Kidul village is one of the agricultural centers 
in Wonogiri, Central Java. Organic farming in this 
village is growing rapidly. Sri Kuncoro Farmers Group is 
the pioneer of organic farming in this village. Organic 
farming is one of the environmentally friendly 
production methods that guarantee ecological 
sustainability reflecting the philosophy of "returning to 
nature" or "in harmony with nature [1]. This farmer 
group utilizes some natural materials in the surrounding 
environment to support organic farming, such as the 
manufacture of organic fertilizers and pesticides.  
However, the knowledge of the farmers about organic 
agriculture is still limited to organic fertilizers and 
pesticides, so it needs to be developed for other products. 

Also, to be potential for an organic farming center, 
this village is very strategic for tourism and agribusiness,

or commonly known as agrotourism. This is because 
Pokoh Kidul village lies in the border of Gajah Mungkur 
Reservoir Tourism Object (OWGM), the leading tourist 
destination of Wonogiri Regency. Pokoh Kidul village is 
also close to the trade center, which is 4 km from the 
Wonogiri City market or only 10 minutes by car. The 
distance from the Universitas Veteran Bangun Nusantara 
to Pokoh Kidul village is 25.3 km or approximately 42
minutes. 

Agro Tourism (Agrotourism) is a tourism activity 
utilizing the potential of agriculture as a tourist object,
including the natural landscapes of agricultural areas, 
diverse agricultural production,  agriculture technology,  
and the culture of agricultural communities [2]. The 
development of agrotourism activities will improve the 
positive perceptions of farmers and the community on 
the importance of preserving agricultural land resources. 
Agrotourism development will also create jobs and 
increase farmers' income beyond the quantity of their 
production [3]. Besides, the diversity of agricultural 
cultivation attractions supported by strategic locations, 
natural environment, vast agricultural land, and 
community friendliness can be exciting attractions for 
tourists [4].

Pokoh Kidul village agrotourism village can provide 
many benefits including: (1) increasing the economic 
level of the Pokoh Kidul village community; (2) being a
destination for children to learn about integrated farming 
systems with real organic products; (3) being a workshop 
place for students and the general public who want to 
learn integrated farming systems with pure organic
products [5].

The purpose of this research activity is to develop 
organic farming in Pokoh Kidul village and make the 
village an organic agrotourism farming area. 
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