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The Importance Of Sociolinguistics To Language Learning And
Teaching
Dang Thi Minh Thanh! , Nguyen Thi Thanh Van 2

! Foreign Language Department, University of Finance & Marketing (UFM), Ho Chi Minh city, Vietnam.

2 Faculty of Foreign Languages, Dong Nai Technology University, Dong Nai, Vietnam.

(e TR

Abstract — Sociolinguistics affects all areas of society, including cultural concepts, expectations and contexts, through the use of language;
and the effects of language use on society. This paper aims to point out how three basic concepts in this field, namely imagined
communities, English as an international language, language policy and planning can help ESL teachers to better understand and improve
teaching for Vietnamese high school students.

Keywords — Imagined Communities, English As An International Language, Language Policy And Planning.

I. INTRODUCTION

In Vietnam, English has been taught at high schools for long time and witnessed continuous changes. To adapt global trend, The
Ministry of Education has set a new goal for the curriculum: using English as a communication tool (MOET, 2006), leading to the
shift from grammar — translation to communicative language teaching method (CLT) since 2006. However, applying these
innovations into practice faces many obstacles. One of the biggest concerns of Vietnamese teachers is the poor participation of
students in listening and speaking sections at schools. Another issue is the standard for teaching and learning English: whether to
achieve the proficiency as native speaker or not. The concept of “Imagined reveals the gap between students and their expected
community, leading to the low level of engagement in classroom. Besides, the studies about “language policy and planning” support
teachers to find solutions for this circumstance, through the role of teachers in policy implementation. One the one hand, teachers
can have some interventions to bring students closer to the objectives of the curriculum. On the other hand, the teachers can raise
their voice to make the national curriculum better. Last but not least, “English as an international language” addresses the second
concern, giving space for other standards, rather than being proficient as native speakers.

II. DISCUSSION

Regarding the first concern about students’ poor participation in speaking and listening sections, this relates to the concept of
“Imagined communities”. That notion is defined by Norton (2013, p.7) as “groups of people, not immediately tangible and
accessible, with whom we connect through the power of the imagination”. In this teaching context, high school students are under
pressure because they are going to take the entrance examination to university, which is conventionally believed by parents and
Vietnamese society to be the best option for students’ future. Consequently, achieving good performance in assessments is the direct
factor motivating them in learning process. However, the structure of assessments of high school English program, even the entrance
examination to university is unbalanced, which mainly focus on reading, grammar and overlook listening and speaking. It leads to
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Abstract — The development of a computational algorithm to solve the problem of PV diffusion in the context of the use of a layer
development system is described in the article. A mathematical model of the management of the underground mixing process in the
conditions of a layered system of development has been developed; the dynamics of the reagent concentration and pressure value at
different values of the parameters affecting the technological process of underground mixing in the conditions of the layered system of
development were studied; a computer model was developed to conduct numerical experiments and visualize the results in two- and three-
dimensional graphics; a software package of the underground mixing process was developed to support technological decision-making in
the management of the development of mineral deposits in the conditions of a stratified system of development. The developed
computational algorithms and computer model can be used in decision-making, analysis and forecasting of parameters of the
underground mixing process in order to optimally obtain minerals from real deposits developed in the stratified system of underground
mixing.

Keywords — Underground mixing, layered system of development, specific gravity of reagent, hydrodynamics, concentration, computer
model, numerical-approximate method, flow drive, variable directional method, control parameters, decision support, control scheme.
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