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Environmental Maintenance through the Application of Adat 
(Criminal) Sanctions on Baduy Communities

Umi Rozah
Lecture at Department of Criminal Law, Diponegoro University, Semarang, Indonesia 

Abstract
This article aims to describe the implementation of customary criminal sanctions used by the Baduy
community in maintaining and preserving their nature and the effectiveness of the use of customary
sanctions in preventing and overcoming actions that damage the environment of the Baduy community. It
is a qualitative research to produce descriptive data, where the approach used is socio-legal research using
secondary data as a normative or doctrinal approach, and uses a social approach to explore primary data in
the form of values and interpret the behavior of local communities in solving customary cases. The results
of this study indicate that the life of the Baduy community which is supported by agriculture and cultivation
is very dependent on natural preservation. The maintenance and preservation of the environment in the
Baduy community is highly respected. Various ways to preserve nature through avoidance of goods and
modern lifestyle are carried out from generation to generation so as not to change the order of nature and the 
environment. In preserving nature, the Baduy community provides guidelines on certain actions that their
indigenous people should not take, such as burning forests, cutting trees in certain areas.

Keywords: Environmental Maintenance, Baduy Communities, Customary law, criminal sanctions 

Introduction
Indonesia as a country consisting of several

ethnic groups with various customs is full of values
of peace and harmony/balance in life, namely the
balance between human relations with God, with the
universe and the environment, with fellow humans as
individuals and with fellow humans in his society. In
the beliefs of indigenous peoples, spiritual life is very
dominant and is placed in the most sacred place. The 
belief in the existence of the universe is controlled by
spirituality which manifests as a macrocosm very much
characterizes the lives of indigenous peoples, where
every human behavior and behavior in a customary
environment is always monitored by something magical.
With this belief, humans in their lives who are in the
microcosm circle must maintain harmony and balance 
between macrocosm and microcosm.

The form of consistency in maintaining the harmony 
and balance of the relationship between macrocosm and 
microcosm in indigenous peoples is how indigenous 
peoples take care of the natural environment so that it
is both spiritually and factually preserved in their lives,
so that nature is fully preserved, as practiced by the
Baduy community The principle instilled by the Baduy
community in preserving nature as a gift from God to
them is. “mountains may not be destroyed, and valleys
may not be destroyed,” and “short should not be joined,
length may not be cut.” This principle underlies people’s
understanding and awareness that forests, mountains, 
valleys, and their contents are the lungs of nature. The
awareness of the Baduy community that life must be one
with nature, implies that using nature as a source of life 
must also be done very wisely, including by dividing the
natural types of forest, namely cultivated forest (which
is taken for life), Panisan forest (forest that becomes
water sources), and prohibited forest (forest that should 
not be touched) (Rifa’i, 2017).

In preserving nature, the Baduy community rejects
modernization and the use of products and objects that
come from outside, which are believed to destroy real
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Concealment of Crime Revealing by Detailed Autopsy: A Study 

Verma L.C1, Meena S.K2 , Tatwal B2

1Assistant Professor, 2Senior Demonstrator, Department of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology, Govt Medical 
College Kota, Rajasthan India

Abstract
Ancient literature suggests a link in between modus operandi of different crimes in different parts of
universe, but there is a wide variation in motive and execution of crime. However assailants are very keen to
conceal crime by different methods. Defacement of body, electrocution , throwing into river, burial , burning
the body , dismembering the body parts and throwing body on railway track are more common methods of
concealment of crime. Among various method of concealment of crime some of are discussing in this article
with other related factors.

Keywords: Modus Operandi, Concealment, Crime, Assailants.

Introduction
Concealment is a common attribute of criminal 

acts for example many robberies take place at night
because there will be lesser witnesses, thus lowering the 
probability of apprehension.1 homicidal means cause 
death of a person by another person. This homicide may be 
lawful or unlawful. Lawful homicide includes justi able
and excusable homicides. Unlawful homicides include 
section 299 IPC, culpable homicide and section 300 IPC,
amounting to murder 2, 3& 4. Theremay be several reasons
for committing a murder it is jealously, rivalry, mind war
etc. There are various methods used for homicide like
stabbing, cut throat, burning, uses of dangerous weapon, 
ligature strangulation and smothering. As per survey
by Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, stabbing, 
shooting and beating were the common methods of 
homicide during 2008-2012.5. With ever increasing
knowledge, availability to people fear of conviction and
new technologies, assailants used to try to showcase 
the crime in other ways to mislead the investigation
and escape conviction. Many times accused try to hide
the identity of body in that ways which leads improper 
tracing of crime. There are many methods used to hide 
the crime include Defacement of body, electrocution , 
throwing into river or remote place like jungle, burial
, burning the body , dismembering the body parts and 
throwing body on railway track. As Kota city situated
on the bank of river, long railway track of connecting
Delhi to Mumbai and there is dense jungle of Chambal

also present, due to that it is very easy to hide the crime
by concealment. These factors are favorable to dispose
the dead body of offence, so this study is conducted in 
Kota. In such instances thorough details postmortem,
proper history, collection of corroborative evidences and
crime scene visit are necessary. A careful postmortem
examination helped the investigating authority to
relate the segregated parts of the crime, generated by 
the accused to conceal his act.6 The autopsy provided
valuable key points to conclude the case.7 Here are the 
some important cases which was brought to mortuary of 
Government Medical College, Kota from the period of
1st January 2019 to 28th February 2020. In these all cases
concealment of crime was conducted by the accused but 
meticulous autopsy, evidence collections, details history
and visit of crime scène changes the whole investigation.

Case no: - 1 
An unknown decomposed female body was taken by

the police in which was packed in polythene bag. Mouth
of polythene bag was tied by aluminum wire. Body
was kept in deep freeze for identi cation. Two families
came for identi cation as body was decomposed one of
the family was confused, at last denied that same body 
related to them as no clothes over body and wound over
abdomen which was stitched by aluminum wire confused 
them because they assume that deceased was pregnant. 
As it was month of June the changes over body was very
fast, After 4 days hours police came with requisition
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