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Gender Construction in Islamic Perspective

Aditya Yuli Sulistyawan, Siti Sarah Nurfaidah
Diponegoro University Semarang, Indonesia

adityayuli38@gmail.com

Abstract

Gender issues are still a topic that is often discussed in society. Gender is related to the 
social construction of the division of activities between women and men. Along with 
the development of times there are many assumptions that say that women still accept 
injustice and are still discriminated against so that many are demanding gender equality 
for women. In the Qur'an many verses describe justice and equality between women 
and men in their responsibilities and carrying out their role, but there are still many 
people who do not understand the contents of the verses in question. The public or 
broad audience needs to understand gender construction in this Islamic perspective to 
be able to realize the ideal gender construction in life, especially in the context of 
Islamic society.

Keywords: construction, gender, islamic perspective

A. Introduction
Gender is an issue that is still widely discussed among the Islamic community 

to this day. The dynamics of understanding of gender relations among people are 
quite diverse. There are still many societies that consider gender only to be limited 
to women's and men's identities, although some others have understood that gender 
is not only a matter of nature as men and women, further than that gender is a role 
that is carried out in accordance with prevailing community culture.

Gender equality jargon so far is quite often heard in various walks of life. The 
high promotion efforts undertaken so far have at least succeeded in placing a positive 
public view of this gender equality jargon. Even though in reality, people do not 
really understand the concept of gender equality properly. The proof, the application 
of gender relations in life does not simultaneously show a positive influence. Men 
as culturally dominant often reject this jargon in their daily l ives. Various cases of 
violence against women, for example, according to data from the Annual Note of 
the National Commission on Violence Against Women (Komnas Perempuan), the 
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God and Human Sovereignty in Islamic Political Tradition

Ridwan1, Muhammad Fuad Zain2

1,2 State Institute on Islamic Studies Purwokerto, Indonesia
1ridwan@iainpurwokerto.ac.id

Abstract

The debate on the concept of political sovereignty leads to the question of whether 
sovereignty comes from God or humans. It is related to the foundation of state 
management and has implications for the political system. Islamic political 
tradition has not an authoritative text that explains sovereignty. This thesis was 
conducted based on the evidence of Islamic political history which did not present 
a concept of universal and standard sovereignty. Muslim thinkers proposed some 
alternative ideas of sovereignty such as nomocratic, theo-democracy, and 
democracy. The author sees that the sovereignty concept in Islam is discussed as 
ijtih diyyah (intellectual interpretation and judgment) which leads to multiple 
interpretations in some contemporary Muslim countries show that the sovereignty 
concept in Islam is dynamic and can be negotiated according to the political needs 
of the society.
Keywords: political sovereignty, nomocratic, theo-democracy, democracy

A. Introduction
The study of the relationship between state and religion in Islam has been a 

classical discourse, but it seems to be contemporarily actual and academically 
debatable among Islamic scholars. The attempts to find the bases for the 
conceptualization of the relationship between state and religion, including the 
concept of sovereignty, can be easily found in classical literature as well as 
contemporary ones. The conflict between Islamic and Western civilization in terms 
of political ideas, such as the concepts of nation-state, nationalism, and sovereignty 
has led to different responses and debates among Muslim scholars (Azra, 1996: 10). 

Sovereignty is one of the essential elements of a state and represents the highest
authority to govern the nation (Suryadi, 2007: 35). H.A. Fuad said stated that, the 
sovereignty of a nation can be originated from God, the nation itself, people, or 
constitutions. Further, he added that for Muslims, the sovereignty is originally from 
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