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Abstract
There is a phenomenon of aging in place at Banyumanik Public Housing in Semarang-Indonesia. The aim of this study
is to find places where the elderly can meet friends from other generations in their neighborhood when they do their
activities. By using qualitative approach, the results of this study explain that the elderly do their activities in two
character places that is a real place and abstract place. Those places have various meanings, such as share and entertain
and those make the elderly feel happy and satisfied.
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Bangkok, Thailand, 16-18 July 2012 
 

The Trans-Pacific Status Seekers: Dialogue and Discontent of 
Transnational Suburbanization 

Shenglin Elijah Chang1 
Graduate Institute of Building and Planning, National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan ROC  

  

Abstract 

This paper explores in more depth the role status plays in the transnational process of suburbanizing Taiwan and 
China. It describes how the social homogenous American suburb is becoming the most influential force within new 
developments in Taiwan. In particularly, it looks at housing developments for high technology engineers, many of 
who studied and or lived and worked in the Silicon Valley. It records the stories of these engineer families and these 
new “model developments” and how status objects like lower density suburbs, homogeneity¸ segregated and gated 
enclaves removed from existing city centers have arisen in Hsinchu, Taiwan and Shanghai, China.   
 
© 2012 Published by Elsevier Ltd. Selection and peer-review under responsibility of the Centre for Environment-
Behaviour Studies (cE-Bs), Faculty of Architecture, Planning & Surveying, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia 

Keywords: Environment and social interaction; cross-cultural research; cultural landscape; design interface 

1. Introduction 

In the early 1960s, Vance Packard questioned the idea that American society was a “classless” society 
in his popular book, The Status Seekers. He stated “We are being told that the people of our country have 
achieved unparalleled equality… the United States had recently achieved the ‘most truly classless society 
in history.’…the disappearance of the class system in America is ‘the biggest news of our era’” (Packard, 
1961, 2). Packard compared the communist society in the Soviet Union and the socialist farm collectives 
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Abstract 

African cities especially the national and commercial capitals bring together people from different ethnic (cultural) 
backgrounds. The resultant mix helps to produce the more cosmopolitan relationships necessary to support a modern 
nation. Scholars are in agreement however that culture powerfully influences the residential behaviours of the 
different ethnic groups that make up these urban centres. This paper uses researcher administered questionnaires on 
six of the most identifiable ethnic enclaves in the city of Lagos to examine the relationship between ethnic (views) 
and place attachment. It concludes by suggesting that culture plays an important role in urban residential structure. 

 
Keywords:Culture; place attachment; residential behaviours; urban segregation; etnic enclaves 
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1. Introduction  

Many African cities especially the national and commercial capitals bring together people of different 
tribal and cultural backgrounds. This helps to produce the more cosmopolitan relationships necessary to 
support a modern nation (Hanna and Hanna, 1971). Scholars have argued that the culture (religion, 
beliefs, customs traditions, languages ceremonies, arts and values) powerfully influence the perspectives 
and practices of urban cities. In the towns of black Africa, as elsewhere, people tend to reside, associate 
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Abstract 

Researches on enabling places have been done by measuring physical environments. The disabled researched tends to 
be ‘object of study’ and struggles are ‘neutrally out there’. Its outcomes tend to fail to meet their needs. To what 
extent the methodology help understandings of people-place relationship. The discussions based on an experiment 
and an exploration one wheelchair user negotiating socio-spatial impediments in daily life. A small physical barrier 
can be solved by design solution in the quantitative approach. However, it is more complicated in another. The paper 
invites rethinking roles of socio-cultural factors and positions of the disabled in the process.  
 
© 2012 Published by Elsevier Ltd. Selection and peer-review under responsibility of the Centre for 
Environment-Behaviour Studies (cE-Bs), Faculty of Architecture, Planning & Surveying, Universiti 
Teknologi MARA, Malaysia 
 
Keywords: Disability; accessibility; research methods; lived-experience approach 

1. Introduction 

Studies on environment and behaviour have long been conducted under empirical research which 
seeks to ‘prove’ and achieve ‘fact’ in accommodating good design (Sahachaisaeree, 2011).  Likewise in 
the last decade, scholars in this research arena have contributed great deal of learning methods. Lantrip 
(1999:140), for instance, suggests that the environment-behaviour research requires a new unit of 
measurement and analysis in which has both physical and psychological attributes. This paper reflects 
research process in both qualitative and quantitative approach in the last ten years of the author. It is 
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Abstract 

This paper focuses on the person with disabilities (PWD)’s perspective of accessibility issues in built environment. 
The multiple-case study aims to evaluate the accessibility of several public buildings in Putrajaya based on PWDs’ 
level of satisfaction and perception through access audit. Four participants (visually-impaired person, hearing-
impaired person, wheelchair user, and crutches user) were interviewed regarding their satisfaction and perception on 
the buildings’ facilities and overall accessibility during the access audit. Findings show that PWDs’ satisfaction 
varies based on their impairments; therefore, buildings need to provide a more inclusive environment that cater the 
needs of a broader range of users especially PWDs. 
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Keywords: PWD exclusion; access audit; user’s satisfaction; PWD’s perspective; built environment 

1. Introduction 

Some of the major social factors that contribute to the exclusion of person with disabilities (PWD) 
from social and economic mainstream are inaccessible environment (Metts, 2004; Wiman and Sandhu, 
2004), unsupportive society (Antonak and Livneh, 2000; Meyers at al., 2002; Putnam et al, 2003; Wiman 
and Sandhu, 2004), and employment discrimination (Jenaro et al., 2002; Blanck et al., 2003; Haq, 2003; 
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