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The spatial concepts of cultural heritage village toward a tourism development; a
case study of Kadilangu Demak Indonesia (Article) (Open Access)

,  ,  ,   

Department of Architecture, Faculty of Engineering, Diponegoro University, Tembalang, Semarang, 50273, Indonesia

Abstract
Globalization perspective considers the world as a large market, which requires the resources readiness as capital to be
able to participate actively. Local culture is an important capital to create identity and social harmonization in constructing
a better quality of life. In the ��th–��th century AD, the Java north coast of Indonesia was known for having several old
towns with their important roles in spreading Islam. Centuries later the legend of Walisanga still greatly influences the
people’s lives particularly in Demak. The Muslim community is living tradition in this area has become one of the identity
of the city. The development in the last decades has shown significant impacts on the tourism sector. This phenomenon
showed that there would be conflicts of interests between social-cultural sectors and economic sectors. In this kind of
situation, the community must adapt spatial settings to accommodate their needs. The purpose of this article is to find
the concept of spatial setting formed by economic, cultural and religious factors in this historical area. The locus is the
Muslim settlements in Kadilangu Demak a site of Sunan Kalijaga’s heritage. This study that employed qualitative research
methods, the three spatial concepts proposed are: (�) the identity space of local culture is strongly exists (�) the shift in the
value of space, which has changed from the glory of the noble family to the common people (�) the space for morality
control, which functions as the control of community’s moral. The third concepts are local genius, which is significantly
potential for tourism. © ���� The Author(s). Published by VGTU Press.
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multiplication of slums in urban areas as an undeniable 
fact of urbanization during the 21st century. In its 2003 
report titled "The Challenge of Slums', the UN-Habitat 
agency introduces these urban areas as "a physical and 
spatial manifestation of urban poverty and intra-city in- 
equality" (UN-Habitat, 2003, xxvi). Also, in its 2008 report 
titled "State of the World's Cities - Harmonious Cities", the 
agency states that more than one-third of urban popula- 
tions live in shuns (UN-Habitat, 2008). On the other hand, 
these informal settlements are the concentration place for 
different cultures and ethnicities. Climate change and con- 
sequently decline of farming are among the main reasons 
which have led to migration of different rural ethnicities 
to poor urban areas (Black et al., 2008; Khanlan, Serpoush, 
& Gheitarani, 2017). 

The population of urban areas has reached that of rural 
ones for the first time during recent years (Egger, 2005, p. 
2). According to the head of the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), 2007 was the first 
year in which half of the world population lived in urban 
areas. At the same time, the population in poor urban ar- 
eas has exceeded one billion (UN-Habitat, 2006). The UN 
predicts that by 2030 more than 60 percent of the world 
population will live in urban areas and by 2017 the devel- 
oping world will have an urban character rather than a 
rural one (United Nations, 2004). It is evident that migra- 
tion from rural areas to poor urban districts is notably on 
the rise. A review of the findings of international organi- 
zations reveals growing concentrated poverty in cities and 

Introduction 

Abstract. During the past two decades, economic crises and climate change have triggered mass migrations from rural ar- 
eas to big cities and metropolises. Considering that the destination cities often lack the required capacity to systematically 
accommodate these newcomers, immigrants settle in unofficially on city margins. Since these immigrants have different 
ethnicities, the informal settlements constructed by them turn into multiethnic informal Settlements in which develop- 
ment of proper social ties becomes impeded. As a result, social cohesion is weakened and eventually ceases to exist among 
the residents in open community spaces. ln this regard, the present study aims to analyze this process and the effects of 
multiethnicity on social cohesion in the open community spaces of poor urban areas and the role of environmental fac- 
tors in this mechanism. The Hesar lmam Khomeini neighborhood, which is located in Hamadan Province and has a rural 
core, has given shelter to Lurish, Kurdish, Turkish and Persian-speaking immigrants during recent years, which makes it 
a suitable sample for study. Because of the existing limitations and in order to achieve the goal of the study, the grounded 
theory was used to conduct the research. In-depth interview was carried out on sixteen residents of the neighborhood, four 
individuals from each ethnicity. After coding the interviews using the theory, a grounded model of the study was formed. 
TI1e results indicate that multiethnicity has negatively affected behavior settings, vibrancy and consequently social cohesion 
in the open community spaces of the area of study through the three factors of "different expectations from neighborhood 
space': "different time of attendance in open spaces" and "different residence size" It can be proposed that "creating spatial 
shared values" is one of the most effective strategies which can be used for narrowing gaps and increasing social cohesion 
in multiethnic neighborhoods. 

Keywords: social cohesion, informal settlements, social capital, multiethnicity, open spaces, Hesar. 
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Figure I. The Traditional Balinese house hides behind the 
tourist facilities. The angkul-angkuls (the traditional gates) 
as a traditional house identity are among tourist facilities 

(source: authors) 

accommodate traditional domestic and socio-cultural ac- 
tivities and, at the same time, to gain economic benefits by 
accommodating tourist activities (Figure 1). 

A tradition, however, is not a static phenomenon but a 
process of gradual transformation in which it cannot sim- 
ply repeat the ideas of the past (Eisenstadt, 1973; Gusfield, 
1967; Williams, 1983; Clifford, 1994). Balinese traditions 
and culture, in an agricultural context, were also the result 
of a gradual transformation. The transformation consisted 
of selective adoption, where the new was filtered, adjusted 

The traditional Balinese house is organized to accommo- 
date socio-cultural and religious practices that have been 
produced and created as a part of the Balinese identity 
(Tan, 1967; Hobart, 1978; Hobart, Ramseyer, & Leernann, 
1996). In this context, the ritual position and movement 
are the significant elements to set the traditional house 
(Hobart, 1978). In this context, the house, as an archi- 
tectural production, is a key maker of authenticity (Al- 
lerton, 2003). However, since the culture of Bali has been 
seen as an economic resource for tourism development 
in the early twentieth century, the culture, including the 
traditional Balinese house, has become a resource of not 
only admiration but also commodification and change. In 
the context of a tourist economy, the transformation is a 
paradoxical phenomenon. On the one hand, the tradition- 
al house, where the Balinese perform their socio-cultural 
and religious practices and culture, is a resource to attract 
tourists. On the other hand, the house has been trans- 
formed by new structures which have been constructed 
in the adjacent spaces to or by demolishing existing pavil- 
ions. Therefore, its traditional configuration and form have 
changed. This poses an architectural challenge of how to 

Introduction 

Abstract. The traditional Balinese house, manifested and translated in an agricultural context, has roles to accommodate 
domestic and socio-cultural activities. Once the house accommodates tourist activities as an additional function, many 
parts of the house are transformed. 111e transformation presents a conflict between economic gain and the preservation 
of Balinese traditions in the house. In order to illustrate this paradoxical phenomenon, this paper first shows how the 
traditional house has been reconfigured as a response to address the specific challenges of the tourist economy. 111en, us- 
ing architectural examination and interviews, the paper shows that the infiltration of the tourist activities has blurred the 
house's configuration so that the transformed house is no longer able to express its original characteristics, hierarchy values 
and symbolic meaning. 

Keywords: tourism, transformation, the traditional Balinese house, household traditions, identity, pattern. 
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