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Abstract. Ki Murtosabdho (hereinafler Mortosabd ber, 1925-1985), besides
being known o o prominsn deafan, was als known as a very productive
Javanese musical-masiers. Hundreds of Javaneié gendiing bave been
produced from the oreative proces His works are very influental in the
wirld of Javanese musical art wots] the presest. Thematically s works ore
very mumeros dmd diverse, some of which are alxan the enviromment, Thiz
anicle discusses Manosahdho™s environmental (hemes by asing the 1tem e
study and document research nwthods. He wosks ander the themie of the
envirommenl ranging from the beanty of nature, the besuty of nanme as a
tourist atraction, the destuction of natune, (o preservation of the maiural
erwironment. The works were distnbufed 1o the publie  through

performance s, tapes, and books.

Kevwords: Momosabdh; Javimese spravwidon; osdhing envimommend,

1 Introduction

The environment hus been a very impontant and strutegic issue in Indonesia since the carly
1980%. This is indicated by the ennciment of Law Nomber 4 1982 egandimg Basic Provisions
for Environmental Management, Outlines of the State Policy 1983 which contains aspects of
thee enviromment, and the establishment of the State Manstry of Environment anid Population
which has the main task of mamapging the environment. The sernousness of the Government
of the Repubhic of Indone se in manazing {he environment 15 also shown by the existence of
an Environmental Tmpact Assessment { ELA) policy that st be carried out on development
projects that are considenzd to have an impact on environmental sustainability,

However, before the environment becume an important snd strate gic issoe in Indonesia’s
development program, scveral Javancse arfisis have paid atiention o this jssug, Ki
Cokrowasito has perpetuated this environmental problem into a popular gendhing (Javanese
repertoire) work of his day, entitled Penghijauan. Through gendhing, he womed against
environmental damage due o deforestanon i the mountains. Such viglanoe needs w be
mereasesd] gven the dangers it poses, such as emosion which can esult o the dimger of
Mooding in areas aroend deforestaton. Therefore, re-planting on ihe deforesied forest is
necossary o be done., By dense foresl, there will be coormous benelits for the prosperity of
e coumry,
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I additton 1w Cokrowasito, there are prominest Javanese amists who also pay atlention
i the environmentel isswe through s works, namely Nartesabdho, He 15 a0 productive
Javanese musical master in producing gendhing. Because of his chamcter in the Jav anese
masic il world, Nafosabdbo™s work has been the object of study by several scholars including
Becker [17, Suiton [2], Marsudi [3], Sukamso [4], Waridi [3], and Pugeh [6]. Among the
siudies that have been dope, there has not been any writing that specifically discusses
enmvoronmental themes i the Marosaldho’s penaiieg, Thas adiche aoms to Gl the gap, o thal
it can complement the previows studies, Tn order to provide a comprehensive discussion, the
present article discuwsses three main relevant issues, manely the journcy of Nantosabdio's
artistic cameer. the environmental theme in Nartosabdha' s pendhing, and its dissemination.

2 Research Method

This aticle was wrilien by using the liderature study method and document study. The
literature is uscd in the form of articles, books and dissertations. while the document study 15
carmed oul by racing apes comaining environmental themes by Narosabdho produced by
Lokananta recom] companics in Surakarta, Fajar Records in Semamng, snd Kusoma
Recording in Klaten. The information which is derived from vanous sources then selected
and sorted based on relevant subject matier, ard reconstructed mio a complete story,

3 Result and Discussion

3.1 Brief Biography of Ki Nartosabdho

Previously, Nartosabdho was known as Sunarto born in Klaten on August 25, F925. He was
the son of the Parta Tanaya and Kencur couple who were also the youngest of seven siblings.
His Father wis o mrangg (woran géa feriy maker) and also had skills imothe musical beld.
When he was three vears ol toge ther with his brother (Mardanos), Sonark had Been invited
by his Father in the activities of Elenengan or acoompanyving the adfedang of Klaten who were
receiving stage requests. This moutne continues antl Sunato began bus formal elementy
seho] edocation. His interesis and talents in the ans are increasingly visible, growing, and
developing, This is indicated by activities camied out outside school hours, Tn the aftemoon
he also learned o dance to BM. Suraji and i the following vears he also leamed painting,
playing guitar and violin, as well as leaming @ sing keroncong songs. Equipped with the
abiliies to play guitar, violin, and sing kevencong, then he joined the Smar Purnama
Orchestra. Adter unable te continue learming i formal education, be stedied Javanese music
more imensely, With his talent, ot & very young age he has been able o play importmnt
mstrurments i Javanese game lan, mmely: Ddde, gender, and kendbang |7, 5]

Sumarto then devoded himself o the kethoprak groops amd puppeis of the wovang orang
art which in the TW20-1930s were flourishing as a result of the development of wrkn society
I8, 9]. Mo less than 1) associations have been followed by performing in various cities.
Through wandering with the kethoprak and wavang orang group. his knowledze and skills
i Juvanese music increased [7, 5]

I his wanderng . be al so pecfonmed wpa brala, an scton that 1= often done by the Javanese
il they want 1o achieve a cerain posiion or glory in life. As stated by Nuntosabdho o Ward
Keeker and Bambang Sudinar (o member of Neest Pandowo), that be had been imprizoned
al the age of 19 vearsand met with a legendary Deore who bad extracrdinary powers, namely
Sunan Kalijaga, Acconding to him. this is what Jed him w have prominent aristic crestions
and innowvations, so that gets a respectable place in the world of Javancse tradisional
performing arts [10]
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In 1945 Sunanto joned Nessu Pandowo, a wavang erane group led by Sastrosabdho,
Mgesti Pandowo is o wayang oreng group founded in Madiun, East Java on July 1, 1937,
Simoe 1954, this communi ty hus been settled in Semamng and reached its beyday in the 1950-
1970 and become the wcon of Semarang [ 11 ], In Ngesu Pandowo, he was accepted as o arvaga
(gamelan plavery specializimg in playving the Seadin g instument. Sastrosabdho saw g srong
impression that there was an omtstanding talemt and willingness in Sunarto, Sastrosabdho then
gave him the opportumity (o siady his favoste art Deld, karaaatan, Althae time, the Indomesian
Conservatory of Karmwitan in Surakana had juse opened (19307 and Sunarto had the
opporiunity from Sastrozabdho go study with the Surakarta gamelan masters for two years
After two years studying musical art ot the Indonesian Conservatory of Karawitan in
Surakarta, he got the opportumty to become o muscal Jeader i Ngesti Pandowo, Ngest
Pandowo’s appearance underwent many changes, especially in the musical held. An
inmrvative orchesra was created for Ngesti Pandowo, so ihat it becomes mach more diverse
and nol monotonous (12, T)L

The mmarkabhe progress which has been achieved Roally got recogniton ard posifive
respomses from Sasirosabdho, Because of his achievements, Sasrosabdho gave a gift o
Sunario. However, the prize is not in the form of material, bot in the foom of sdditional names
“sahdhe” behond his name. Since then, Sunarto changed his nome o0 Mertosehdho, Ngesh
Pandown, under the leadership of Sastrosabdho and musical director Nadosabdho, is a truly
maovative and sparkling kitsch theater [ 13], The greatness of Naesl Pandowo can be proven
by the pssumption that if someone visited Semarang , 1t would be incomplete if they have not
walched the Meesta Pandowo pedormance, Other evide noe thatl supports that statement is the
(et that President Sokamo always took time 1o watch the Neest Pandowo perfommance when
he went o Semarang, Even so infatusied with the grewness of Noesi Pandowo, Presiden
Sukarno often brought the Bombangan-Cakd of Ngesti Pandowo, which was performed by
three amists of the association namely, Suwami o Bambangan, Cipto as Cakil, and
Nurtosabdho as the host 10 entertain his guests (9]

Sastrosabdhe always gves MNartosabdho the opportanaty 10 develop himsell and peovide
support to develop his talents and abilities as o dhalawg. After becoming a dhalanmg (TU58)
and establishing  the Paguvebin Kamwitan Condbong Raos RBaos {Apnl 1. 1968,
Nartosabdho progne ssively created amd composed the repertoare of Lvancse gendhioeg which,
among others, were used o suppert his puppet show, Uneil the endd of his Tife {1985, he has
more of bess omalod and composed ®0 gendfeing, which imcludes repertoire gerdfing
klenengan, pendiing betsan, gendhing pekelivan, gemdfitng pohargyn, and pendfing Tor
Tilm accompaniment [&], According to Waridi , with his creative works and compositions, he
has enriched the repenoire of Javanese gendbing. With his work, Namosahdho is considered
tor b productive composer who becomes a pillar of life support for Surakerta Javanese music
siyle [5].

Based on the contents of the Lvercs, e gemdinne of Narosabdho have a vanely of themes,
Puguh has identified Nariosabdho's felopon dhanpdfar themes, namely: romance (from
simcerly to betraval of lovel, women's beauty: the beauly of music, dance and cultural
nobility: matural beguty and tour so; friendship, family and hemanicy; social etdgeete: oaffic
and tahers [G], The enviromment is one of many themes from Nartosstbdho's work.,

3.2 Environmental Themes in Gendhing-Gendhing Ki Nartosabdho

Based on the book Kemypwlan Gendhing fowa Karva Ki Narto Sabdhe (Collection of
Javanese Gendhing by Ki Nartosabdho), and recordings of commercial tapes, itcan be known
pernding with environmental themes, Based on hus creative process, it can be ascertuined
that the Iyrics were created Based on Martossbdio's empinicel expenence when ke travelled
to vartous regrons i Indone sa, especially Java us long as be went through his career both as
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a composer of Javane s pencdfing and a shadow puppetesr. The themes can be grouped imo
scvenil sub-themes as follows.

3.2 1 Natural Beaiidy

The beauty of nature 15 a sub-theme in Narwosabdho's environmental themes. This 1s ¢ leacly
seen in the byrics of Ketawang Subakastaown which illustmted the beauty of the scenery in the
moumtans with the rvines around it When viewed from distence tee mountain looks blush,
covered with greemsh vellow plants. The beauty amaeed anyone who saw . The fecling of
armaze ment 15 getting more and more beaotifol for anyome whea sezs il

His description of the mountzins is very detaifed becausc it was also provided with a
description of the activities of farmers in the fields. In the fields there are cguipment to chase
awny rice-coating hirds such as the statue of an exoncist (memedi padi) which is pulled from
distamee or blown by the wind. He al=o described ferile plants becawse of the suflhciency of
running water mundating nee fields, Farmers grosw crops using irmgation channels oomgate
Fioe [ lds, In the channels there are vanous animals that ive i the Delds such as vevre icrab),
b furdd (eel). and green froes. The ammals were lured and caplered. Werder and ceshul Dish foe
al =0 found in the se channels. Rice fields are al so wsed 1o mise docks and gous. Fanmers herd
caithe, some are on the edge of rice fields, and some are temporarily on the edge of the nver
[14].

The beauty of the loke also draws Nartosabdho's attention. In his gendfing compos Bon
entitled Samg Ledune, he told aboul the jouney of the wanderer whe seeks w find clean and
clear witer to treat his thirst. Finglly . he found a lake on the surface of the water there is a
red lotus flower. In the lake with clear waler there sre fish swimmng. With a feeling of
pleasure the wanderer (o the be autaful lake [15].

The beauty of clouds is another object e xplained in the theme of the environmend. Tn the
composition of the germdffine entitled Rimong Mepa, Nanosabxiho describes the beauty of
clouds o 2 unity with the beanty of the mountain, According (o him, the beaty of the
moumtiin is very thrilling. Above it, there 15 a cloud like lush leaves that expand end soothe
thec hicant, In the mountains there are also springs of abandant clear water, gurgling sownd. At
the end of the [yrics Martosabdho gives swareness that all natural beauty 15 a creation of Allsh
and piving an mmplicit message that s homoans we most be grgeful and moaintain is
sustainabality,

3.2 2 The Beauty of Naiure as a Tourns! Altraction

As described m the yncs of Ledrang Pariwisata, thel Indonesia has beautiful natural wealth.
In the mountans there 1= a lake below which there are sprmpes thet flow throaghout the vear
incloding during the dry season. AL the top of the mountain 2 lot of very beaaifu] sceners.
Frown the top of the mountain seen reral houses or hotels that can be used for touri=is w0 sty
Flower gardens add to the natural beauty of the mountains. The mads have also been aranged
well Plants thrive and agncultural activity also develops. All of that makes tourism flourish,
because the twunsts feel incomparably happy with Indonesia’s nuturul beauty.

According to Nantosabdho, Indonesia’s beautiful natural environment is an attraction for
toursts. Therefore, Indonesian people sometimes need (o ke the tme 10 take a our by
visiing the countrveides o enjov the natural beauly of Indonesia m the form of [orests and
mumtanns, The natural beaty of Tndone sia s also atracGng the attention of foreign towrisis,
The beaury of mamre which is a gifi of God must be grateful, preserved, and utilized [15].
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J.2.3 Nalural Damage: Landslide Disaster

In addition to natural beauty and natoral beanty a5 a tounist stiraction, Nanosabdho also paid
atiention to the issue of matural destruction. Through the Ladrang furang Jugrig.
Nurtosubdho reminded his isteners o be aware of the danger of landshdes that often ocour
i mountainou s arcas due to de forestanon, thus disrupling mmgation channels i agriculi vl
arens, Therefore, all members of the community both in racal and mounnginous areis muest
wink together o overcome this problem, A very imporm step to take §5 o carry oul iree
planting activities. With fertile trees and good paddy farming, the plants wall flourish which
ultimately increase the prosperity of the comommunity [15].

J.2.4 Prasensation of the Rural Natural Environment

Freseration of the rural ntural environment noeds to be considered, through Nartosabdho's
Ladrang Desaku. In this pendfiing, he saiod thet rural natural environment nesds 1o be
presecved because e in the countryside has bepun o be abandoned, This 15 because the
development of the city is very fast, more crowded. and aftactive. so that it becomes un
attrac iom for rural people o work o the city. Yet as 15 well known, that the village was the
origin of many people, producers of foodsiufis whose crop production is beneticial for urban
communities, Therefore, villages nead 1o be preserved and cared for [15]. The preservation
and maintenance of the rusl mtural enviromment can be done, among others, by carmying oul
clean village campaign which are an obligation for the community members [15].

3.3 Dissemination on Gendhing with Environmental Themes of Ki Narto-
sabdho

The dissemination of environmental-themed gendbing works by Nartogibdho vas carmed out
through various means and media, namely performances, cassette, and books. Dissemination
throvgh the pedormance channel = camed out both theough the Ngesuo Pamdowo
performance and the shadow puppet performance by Nartosabcdho bmsell, In ths case, it s
wstally presented at Herenear event befom the performance beging of at the gard-gara
BOCTIC,

Dissemination through cassette i< carmied put by record companics both public and private
company. Along with the development of recording media @chnology, the recording of the
geridlifng is then transfeimed to the compact disc. The gendling were part of the recording
album of the gemdhing presented by the Paguyubin Karwwiton Condhong Roaos led by
Nurtosabdho,

Lokananta, o public-owned record label i Surakarta, 15 a record company thal has a role
m the dissemunation of enmvarenmental-themed pedfun g works by Nanosabdbo [16, 17]. This
i85 because none other than during the period 1937 1o 1985, Lokananta had recorded
recordings of works by Nartosahdho, The music presented by MNarosabdho is very populiar
i fwo senses, which are very well known by the pubdic amnd very commercially successinl,
The reconding albums conlain innovative features from varions regions, bul their roots ane
solidly groamded 1n the Surakurta tracition [ 18], Based on the sources that can be found. there
are two album tapes produced by Lokananta that comain environmental themes. Ketawong
Subakastawa is contained in the album titled Gending? Tiiptaan Ki Nartosabde [19], and
Ladrang Pariwisara and Lodrang Jurene feerue are contiuned 10 the: album otled Sarune
Jopnng [20].

Besides Lokananta, the re ane two private recording compamies that recerd cnvirommental-
themed gendhings by Nanosabdho namely Fajar Record in Semarang and Kasuma Recording
in Klaten. Ladrorg Pariwisaia 15 contained in the album ttled Ketawang e Prerivd [21];

L)
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Lancaran Bersih Desa are found m the K1 Namosabdbo's memones album [ Afbum
Kenangarn) (22); Sang Lelang is on the album titled Kute Manggzung [23], while Rinaag
Mepga is on an album otad Wera-Wirr [24].

These comme rcal records are the media which have an important position and role o
e dissemination of Nartosabdho's works, Through commercial recordings, Narosabdio' s
getidliing are often brogdeast (o the Javanese public through public-owned radio stations
(Radio Republik Indonesia, RRET and povate mdios an both Centeal and East Java, RRI
Jakama Central Station. RRT Nusantara 1T Yogyvakarta, BRI Surakarta, BRI Semarang, and
ERI Surabava are radio stations that Trequently broadeast recondings of Nantosabdio's
cerndfing.

Books that contain notations and 1yncs of gendhing by Narosubdho are another medn (o
diszemmate Matosabdho's works. The books thal comtan Nartosabdho's works are almost
complere, a book titled Kempidan Cendiing Jenwa Karve BF Norro SabdRe, consisting of four
volumes, published by the Centmd Java Ars and Culture Development Projecl. The
publication of this book was done wiath o docomeni@tive porpose, namely 1oosave the works
of Nartosibdho's gendhing, Theretore, it is undoubiedly comtains gendfiing: gendiing which
concems about the envieonmental issues, The books are distribuied 1o government agencics,
arts and culture practitioners in Centrel and East Javie With variows kinds of media and
channels, the gendiyng of Nartosabdho is widely knovwn by the public and partly engrved in
the heards of the people because iU is a part of people's lives,

4 Conclusion

Based on the ahove description. the conclusion of this article is the following conclusions,
Narosabdho s enviconmental themes are created not ina vacuum, bul are an artist’ s response
to Indonesia’s social, economic, political and cultural situetion. The works were created as
an elfort by MNarosabdbo to translate important wdeas about the envirooment 1o a languape
that can be undersfood by suppoers of Javanese cullure and Tavanese music lovers,
especially connoisseurs of Nartosabdo’s gendhings. Thiough performances, casselle tapes,
and book publishing -pendhing were dissemnated, so that they were known and popular
e commiLmiry.
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