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Occupation of Japanese 16th Army in
Banyuwangi, East Java 1942-1945
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Abstract. The Japancse Avmed Forces did not take a kg time & oceupy
the sowlbem regions Invading the southem regions was the Japanese’s
urnnition fo build “The Grester Enst Asin Co-Prospenity Sphere™. Through
Kaligati ireaty, the Ceveernment of Datch East Iadses declared 293
unconcitional surender 1o the Tgunese Ammed Forces. Banyuwamg is an
ored kocsed in the most eastom pant of Java ardd considered s a stmstopic
ploce as a defense forress For all Java regions from the alled abtacks Foom
the souwh [Awsralia). The Japancse 14th Arny implemented varous
perlicies a5 o parl of the Geaater Eost Asia Wer ploan, The purpeess of this
stedy was to describe the policies made by the Japamese malitary
govermmen when ocoupying Banyvuwingi, East Fava This snxly used a
histrical research method conssing of Awe sleps: fopec selection,
heurnstics, critcisn, inlerpretabon, and histonogmaphy. The result of this
simdy shows that Banywwangi is a strafegic area where the Japanese 16
Arary  directly o indirectly anplemeasied varsas polices fior s
mobihztion m supportting the Greater Eost Asia War, Throogh s
propagands,  the Jopanese malitany soid that the Bamyuwangn people’s
sacrifice was for a momal vicory n e war o build 2w, wfe, and
prospenins A,

1 Introduction

Many people celebrated the Japanese viciory by greeting the Tapanese Army, assuming theat
JTapan wias the older other of Indonesia, The Japanese Army emterad Indonesia with a
slogan nationalism, Pan-Asianism, Asis for Aga, defending Indonesia’s honour, destroying
western imperialism, ete. The song Heifai-san vo drigate! (Thank vou, Mr Soldiers) was
mmmediately sung by the people [ 1]

Before the Japanese Army occupied ndonesia, the Japaness bombers muode the frst
threat i Banyuwengt on 21 February 1942, Approximately 13 bombs were dropped to
attack Bamyuwwangi, in which 39 civilians were killed and 15 were injured [2][3]{4][5]. The
Japanese bombers drepped the hombs in Kampung Ujung and Sawahan, Many Banyisangi
people left ther homes o sive ther hves. However, the Arab and China communmtics
stayved at home because they did not want 1o leave their wares [6]. By the end of February
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1942, the Japancse Amed Forces from Bah attempted to land in Banyuwangi, while the
Duich troops prepared the canmens along the eoast of Tava leading 1o the sea, The armou red
and artillery brigades were also on siandby all the time [7],

The arival of the Japanese Army m Banvuwang: was also grested =since promising lo
bring the Banyuwangi people’s meeds, such as rice, com, sugar, coffee, etc. Sri Adi
Octomo, i his book “Selovang pandang pevang kemerdekoar df Bumi Blambangan fAn
hverview of Independence War in Blambangan]”, stated that the amival of the Japanese
Army in Banyowang at the end of 1942 used a big ship wath Hinomeoru flag and anchored
in the old Banyuwangi harbour (known as Boom today) [B]. His statement related to the
arrival of the Japanese Army in Banyuwangi at the end of 942 was wrong because, in the
carly March 1942, there was 2 battle between the Japanese Armey and the Dutch troops
Bapyvuwang: [9] and oo 6 Macch 942, guoted o message from Tokyo broadcasted on
Berlin radin saying that the Japancse Army occupied Banyuwangi in March [10-12].
Previouwsly on 15 March 1942, Banyuwangi was besicged by the Japancse Ammy
entering Situbondo and Bondowoso through land route, while on 17 March 1942, by
entering Banyuwangi through sea route [13].

According fo [6], in his book "Ewnam Mofe demfawg Bonvaweangt (S Eves ahowt
Barvwangd[”, explain that in Banyuwangi, the Japanese anmy was greeted by shouting
“Bawzai! Fanzat! Dai Nippor! Do Nippoen!", The Japanese troops who were on top of the
viehicle answered, “Indonesia! Hinomaru!'. From the beginning of its armval, the Japanese
Army atternpted to take the hearts of Banywwangi people. cspecially Mushims, as the
majority residents, When entering Banyuwangi, a vehicle brought five Japanese troops,
which stopped in a Mosgue, and thaee troops of the JTapanese Army praved two raka'iah [6],
It was unknown whether considered as true salab or just propaganda.

Duning fhe occupabion, Banyuwangl regioms were under the law of the Tapancse 16th
Army government implementing a military -political policy emphasizing Dael Tiog Sensda. A
fotalitarian svstem characierized by a dictatocshup and controlling all state systems like the
Japanese polibcal nctions to prevent the society i the occupied temritories, mcluding in
Banyuwangi [ 14-15). Bazed on the background above, this article will describe the policies
sued by the apanese 16th Army in the Banvwsangi regions (o suppodt Japan in the East
Msian War,

2 Social and Commodity Mobilization

During its occupation, the cotton plant was onc main commodity in Indonesia, The
Japanese [oth Army strictly restricted the distribution of clothing matenals yet developed
the local cotton production on a massive scale. Due to these limitations and wesk economic
factors, the rural communities wore gunny sacks as their altemative cvervday clothes.
People only had a minimal number of ¢lothes and were continuously worn since having no
money & buy clothes. Therefore, gunny sk was used as alternative clothes although they
were nid comfonable te wear [16].

In the first occupation year, The Japancse I6th Ammy planned to bwild cotton
productions umtil 1947, According to Jawa Menka Saifl Kvofed (The Cotton Planting
Organization in Java), a good arcas to plant cviion were Malang and Besuki [17]. Omne
coftom plamfing area i Banyuwangi was Blambangean in Muncar Sub=Dhisteict, Meanwhile,
the cotton spinming and weaving activities were made in the people’s homes and the
products were used for themselves [18]. Aike Kurasawa described the informarion; the
colton was only for family consumption needs. They sobd the cotton when they necded
money [17], The cotton harvest was partially consumed, and the rest was handed over
to Mitsui Norin [19]. The Japanese I6th Army government confirmed multiplying and
expanding the cotton planting arcas in vacant lands, such as house vards. This policy was (o
fulfil the people’s needs refated 1o clothing materials [20].

The food needs for the East Asia War required the people to send their tice to the
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Japanese | tith Army. Thus, the OCCUPYINE govermment enc ouraged fanners to merease their
rice produciien. The Banvuwang people were also regquired 1o plant castor trees and fubers,
such as bodud and (fes-fles [21] Java Tsland has an essential role in supplying rice to
Maulova, Singapore, and other places inowar areas n the South Pacific regions. Althougsh the
rroe production in Java was not as big as that in Thailand, Myanmar, and Cochinchina (the
South of Vietnam), Java rice was known for ifts high quality and was preferred by the
Japanese soldwers, [n 1942, Shoduro Karrd Zimusho (food manaeement oflice) was [ooned
under the Gumseibanbu Indusmal Department.

In 1943, the rice market was banned, the yields were monitored, and the government
carried out grinding & distribution. Moreover, the occupying government also determined
the nce quoda that the Fanmers should fulll and the nce pucchasing poce [17] In Early
1944, Yonariowmi was formed amnd had the role in collecting the nice velds [22]

The Japunese 16th Army government ordered the village officials, such as the village
heads [ knsmwn as kecdi), agriculture nstructors | Known a5 Frgve
shidoin), Keibodan members, and Tonorigumi beads, also called fumiche, to oversee the
entire rice handover processes |17]. The rice bams were scarched, and the harvests were
faken, The villagers did mot dare to fight, yet surmendered because the Jepanese ocoupying
government brought soldiers [18]. Banyuwangi farmers were ofien confused in fulfilling
the determened cce yvields due fo the absence of seeds and ecked mak labourers [5].

In Banyuwangi, a rice gnnding factory was built and called pemren. The reason why the
Japanese occupying govermment built petwton was due to its inehility to meet the demonds.
The petwion was buil in Purecharo Sub-district and  used fesing (a traditional rice
processing  instrument) in which the villagers called dofonean, while its activity was
called wrfond [17]. Between April-October 1944, the nce provided by Kawedanan
Banyuwangi was by 49 3%, Kawedanan Rogojampl by 33,3%, Kawedanan Blambangan by
TR 8%, and Kawedanan Bangorejo by 79.4%, For the whole Banvwwangi Regency, the
average rce prov ded by Karsedenan was 61.7% [17]. Bice was an impordant commeodity,
and, theretore, Banyuwangi residents were prohibted from bringing rice more than 2
kilograms on the train, 1f someone violated the rules, they would be caught by Kenpetai [6).
The Japanese military govemment in Besuki (including Banyuwangi) determined the prices
of paddy (gabah), nce (herax), rice groats (merir), and rice bran {kaeful),

Table 1. The prices of roe (heras), rice groats (oeriel, and bran (daael),

price an train Price om train

Twpe for wholesclers | for small traders Renwil price | Informution

[Fice, FY 75 Fo.- E I0- All sales were made
for ench 100

il tanous moe . kir'=ack,

berers kirfar) 974 f140.= r
|{8T=s ZroEls . 0, F .50 FBTS F'.l'ql:l

5 2 Bz

[Rice groats no, 2 £ F12 h
Eean no. |. = 5 l.-
[Bdran oo, 2. F .30

Takde 2. The paddy highest se2lling prices.
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Twpe of Paddy Received wt fuctory
Bl Paclely i 4,30
Cere Paddy £3.500
Cagmnh Paddy F4.70

Soarce: Moblremor Moo @ Towang seenetapkar barge pendioealan fang paling tinge boeet padi,
berers, bevns-pegol fherar menir) doe dedak fheioel) eformaiion Nomier 8 on e Highoes
Exieilivied Purciasiog Prices for Podkdy, Nice, Rioe Grrodr, erd Bice Branf, Kan Po (Ko, 41,
Tishun 101, Bulan 426041942 [Mumber 41, Year WL Month 4-2604 /1042 [), po 45-44.

The production development was intensified and affirmed by the Japancese [6th
Army, Gudsedbanhy stated that imcreasing food  production was an impaortant  issue,
Therefore the Crumseiharbn also Lorrke BT peiions ki POy e
apriculture. Gunseibonby mobilized villupers (especially [mers) o work very hard 1o
increase the food vields [20].

Meanwhile, to fulfil the Banywwangi people’s needs, the government prohubited them
from bringing the commadities out from Bamywsangi regions, such as batik cloth, sarong,
cocomit, copra, and pure coconul oil (meimyak Keaik]. Those commodities could not leave
Banyuwangi without legal penmission from the Banyuwangi ben-tvoo, but this prohibibion
was nol applicable for goods used by the Tapanese Army, There was also a regulation
stating that 50% of copra should be sold al predetermuned prices in Banyuwangi for the
cocomut 0l factory. Meamnwhile, the other 500 was allowed to sell elsewhere [23-24)

Louis Frederic described that Fujinkai was a women mobilization in war to help the
soldicrs [25] Fufinhal was a women organizabion founded by the Japancse ocoupying
government in August 1943, Frfiedaf was also equipped with the basic military oraining
ted to Seivendor and Kelbodan, The background of s [ommation was to assisl the lapanese
war al the baseline by the position of women. Fujinkai was formed at the centre and i the
regions to solve the socio-econamic problems [26]. This organization was divided into twao
groups:

Aikalw fufinkaf (Patviotic women s Association) and Koftribo fufinkar (National Defenze
Wonten & Association) ox the wmos ! peombnent organizations to mobilize amd divect women s
shpporls fo the Japanese militory esrald ihnen) and communifics in e 20k centgre... v
Fehreary 9D, Aikoke Fuiinkor and Kokube Fufinker were mereed with fre otlter nafiomnal
wornen 5 groups inio Dai Nippon fufinkai (Grealer Jepan Women s dssociation [27].

Fujimiard also had activity as labowr in the agnicultural fields, In several regions in Java,
such as Banyuwangi, Fljinkol had to increase agricultural production. One Fieffmbad unit
known as Creradan Gager Burga was a movermnent 1o mohilize women's labour o open
new lands and cultivate those lands. The new lands were planted with food crops and others
necded by people, meluding nce, In additon, Fuajinkai m Banyuwang) made socks for the
Japanese soldiers [2E]

% ETTY VO N g imen n Banmyvuwan g were recruited I
become Keibodan and Seinendan. Keibodan was an addibonal police force [29] which
members aged between 20-25 years old. Keibodan had the task of putting owt the fires
{especially the fires from bomb attacks) and encountening the allied aircrafi attacks,
Meanwhile, Sefnendan recruited teenagers apad betaeen 14-20 vears old 1o help the public
wotks, such as wereasing agncultural or indwstrial production [30]. [n addivon, children
who were still at school were recruted as members of Seiven Galklo [6].

It is undeniable that the pressures made by Japan resulted in a catastrophic famine so
that the population suffered from malnutcition and reduced health conditions. People were
encowaged to eat alternative foodstuffs, such as cassva, com, and sweet potatoes [22], [n
addition, the banana tree stump, papaya leat, and cagzava leat were also used ag tood. For
pretein fullilment, it was reco mmended 1o eat snails.
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The misery of the Banvuwangi people over the Japanese military occupation was told in
a song called penjer-genfer |31) This song was created by Muhammad Arnd, a composer
from Bamvuwangi. Genfer-genfer song had a social theme, Unformnately, this =ong was
considered controversial because some groups judeed that this song beloneed te a banned
party in Indonesia { The Communist Party of Indonesial

3 Defense and Security Policies

Banyuwangi was the Banyuwangi was the Japunese [6th Army strategic place as its fortress
to maintain Java from the allied attacks. The distance between Banyuwangi and Darwin
(the base of an allicd amoy). Australia, was approximately 1800 km, Therctore, it would
take o few days 1o reach Banvuwangi by ships. Besides, Banvuwang had a sirategic place
singe the Banyvuwang! social communities were Tar [rom Surabava, the capital city of East
Java. Therefore, the Dutch did not significantly influence the Banyuwangi people, and the
arrival of the Japancse Army in Banyuwangi could be casily accepted [21].

As explained above, the early amval of the Japanese Armed Forces in Banyvuw ang
brought several things needed by the people, vet evidently, the Japanese Anmed Forces
ships anchored in Banyuwangi brought the armaments [21]. After occupying Banyuwangi,
the Japanese Ay, through rossesha buili a femress and hunker in the eastern and southern
coastal arcas of Banyvowangr, The Japamese 16th Anmy cecruited some local people and
exploited their workforce for romusha. The men recruited for reriusho were sent o the
working arcas, such ns Watu Dodnl, Gumuk Kantong, Sembulungan, Grajagan, Kalipait
(the slopes of Mount Misthoe near Alas Purwo), Lampon (Today, the military arca for the
Indonesian Marine Corps), Bowoputih, Poncomaoyo, Pulau Merah (Rad Island), Sukamade,
and Sarongan/Rajezwesi.

The labour mobilization alse utilized the villagers around the bunker while the system
wias made in ong village for one working week [32] In addition, the rorusie members in
Bamyuwamgi were also sent to other countries, such as Maloyvsin (Malaya), Myanmar
{Burma), and Thailand, to work and build bunkers and railways. The romushia members
lived under heavy pressures and miscruble conditions provided with very fow facilities. The
health problems or torures cxperienced by the rorrsfcr members were the  common
pictures of what happened at thar time so that many romushe members died ot their
workplaoes, Mevertheless, the Japanese mulitary government remained i i3 stance. L
contmuously explotted the romusia members to work for the prosperity of Greater East
Asia, which was safe, prosperous, and free from Western colonialism [#].

Bonyuwang also had two derdany (battalions) of PETA. The first daidan was located
Southern Banyuwangi in Benculuk Sub-district, while Srono Sub-district was vsed as
the benperai H). The second daidan was located in Banyuwangi city, taking over the
Dutch building (the local people called it feperivan). In contrast, the north of this building
wis used as the kenpeta HO [33][6]. To maintam and contro] the security in the society,
the Japanese Ammy formed the main police office (Keivam-yvo).

Banyuwwang had three Kefsatu-sve cstablizshed by Grienseikambu consistng
of Stadspafitie Banyuwangi, Yeldpolitie Banyuwangi, and Feldpolitie Genteng [34]. Duning
the Japanese occupation, nof all places in Banyuwangi could be used by the civilins, such
as the Boom Harbor, The civibans were forbidden from enferning this arca. The Boom
Meneng Bridge was puarded by the Jupanese Army, mentioning that anyone trying Lo enler
the area would be punished [6]. The Boom was a landing ares for Japanese troops. Thus, it
can be concluded that there was military equipment i this area et 1o be known by the
gulsiders or civilians.

The Japunese Army also forbade all assemblics in East Java, including Banyuwangi.
Those who would gather should report and obtain permission from the regional offices. The
report shoukd include the gathering aims and objectives, date, place, members, and nan-
political movement [35). In East Java, the meeting between P, T, Fioe (Head of afd. P, L D
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East Java), P. T. Takshara {advisor/ interpreter), and Soedjono (Head of P, 1. D, Surabays)
emphasized on the Regulation Mo, 23 to dismiss all organezations [36],

The success of the Japanese Army in political control, including defence and security,
could not be separated from the role of Japanese spres in Java before the war. There was
a Cine Kefonfong (Chinese retailer) ferm that traded and sold clothes, People called
them Cien or Chinese beceuse the traders had slanted eves and fair skn, vt they were not
Chinese but Japanese, Ciuno felonong was thought 1o be the Japanese spy or mtelligent part
of the fapanese Army who had the task to oversee the detmls of village areas [37]. In
Kchaman, Srono Sub-district there lived a Japanese person usually ealled Tuan Yamani. He
wits @ trader who fived in the area since the Duich era and s0ll in Tndonesia or before the
Japanese military ¢nfered. People said that Tuwan Yamani was @ member of the Tapanese
Army because afler Japan lost the war, he retumed w0 hi= country and disappeared. Tuan
Yamani might have been intelligence from the Japancse Army. The opinion that Tuan
Yamani was a soldier or Tuan Yaman was & merchant who deliberately helped succeed in
the Jupanese nussion to spy the area was oot completely comect.

As explained by Ken'lchi Goto related to the Japanese spy, the overview of Java was
not only performed in the main or big cities. Intensive monitoring was alzo thoroughly
performed in the remote cities lecated in the inland of Java [38]. Sosa Taneji, an Ex-Rear
Admiral of the Imperial Japanese Navy, viewed thal the Japanese small businessmen were
more respectable than the big Japanese businessmen in the Dutch East Indies. Tanep
thought that the =small Japanese businessmen had built their trades from small and
cons idered the Duteh East Indics their home, Yet, these small businessmen eventeally had a
mijor role in the Japanese expansion [38].

The relum of Japanese soldiers from the ccouped fecritories was explaned by Sakan
Opo [39]. The AFNEID {Allied Forces Metherlands East Indics), commanded by Rear
Admiral W E. Pamerson, The commander of the British V' Exploration Squadron, aimed at
dizgrmng and retuming the Japanese soldiers fo Japan, Althouph most Japanese soldiers
had retumed to Japan, Saksri Ono and a few Jepanese troops chose to remain in Indonesia
and decided to join the Indonesian Anny [40].

Another thing performed dunng wartime to mamntain stabhility was constructing the
internment camps to detam the threstening groups, The formation of imemmment camps
aimed o0 overses and mimimize the resistance moversent, In the intenument cumps, many
prisoners died due to several factors, such as illness, fatigue due to forced labour, or
accidentally bemng killed,

In Banyuwangi, the Japanese oulitary also established the imterment camps. as
explained by Frances Worthington Lipe, showing that in some places, the internment comps
were built, such as in Banyuwangi city (temporary camnps for special prisoners from the
military who were latgr trapsferved o the military camps in Surabaya), Blambangan in
Muncar Sub-district, Sromo and Kesilir which were included m the Suerabava Civil Camp
Areas [41]. Lieutenant General Imamura Hitoshi expected that the Kesilir area could be the
internment camp for 70,000 European and Eurasian prisoners, including men, women, and
children [42].

The camp area was Kesilir and included the Sanggar (Pesanggaran) area [42] In July
and Awvgust 1942, about 2,000 Dutch and 1,000 Eurasians were brought to Kesilir, yet put
m the separated barracks [43]. The intermment camps were nat new buildings. Those camps
were the heuses of residents evicted by the Tapanese soldiers and revsed as the camps [21]
The Japanese vecupving government did not cover the hife necessites of the pnsoners.

Therefore they had to support themselves [42].
4 Conclusion

The Japanese occuption in Bamvewangi emphasized three main aspects: social and
cominodity mobilization, defence and security policies, and the edecational system. Lo s
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mohilization efforts, the Japanese army applied total mobilization by exploifing the natural
resourees and social aspects. The mobikzation of natural resources was highly prioritized
by the Japanese armmy in Banvuwangi, emphasizing the production of cotton, rice, and ather
food and clothing needs, Meanwhile, the orpanizations made by the Japanese anny
Banyuwangl, such as Fufinkad, Keilbodan, Seinendian,  and Seiven Cakko played  an
impertant role i sopporting the war Towever, they were only m the baselne,

Banyuwang was a strategic arsa as the defence forress in Jave, Therefors, the Japanese
army used rommsha to build a bunker along the east and south coasts to oversee the
movemenis of the allied troops from the south { Ausiralia). Banyewangi had two daidans of
PETA and three major police smations  in Banvwwangi. There were also several
concentration camps i Banyuwangi, and one of them was Kesilic intemment camp For the
civiban prsoners of the allied countries.
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