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Ledjar Subroto: An artist and Dhalang of the Wayvang
Kancil, 19472017
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1 Introduction

Wirvang &t is an indigenous ouliure of e prople in Musinira that exised even
hetore cantied with stker mtions | 1A Brandes m s anticle estited Sen Lewpabe of Acie
vkl it Berierd e aiapnaat van Soke S48 TOHE S2EER, as quoted by Haryann { 2068 3)
imel iachided ina hook entitlesd Wavang Kxi dow Perbembangomere. They states thal beiore
the Hindu infheness, Javancse poofie kad e iens of onginel culiires, ischading puppers,
gl femifig, ik, meral e hnedogy, commency sysiems, shippeng. asronoiy, irigasion.,
mel bnmesenitic pstems [1].

Bn s clewe bapmesd, theres Rave Been maay oy of puppes thar deseloped In e middle
ol the comemaity. one of them i the wovese gance. Bo Liem find orested this iype of puppet
Iiv ik willage af Secoyuden, Surakana [ 2} afmer & bong Tafing., woataig Geome i then eappeaned
Iie Sursan in she MR with dbalang Blacios Sobono. Sabone became oo waumg
Sancd since @king edwation A the Kawitas Conserainry (KOKAR ) Serkana. However,
the comtininm of the wavesr saicl’ m Sihenos hands did not s longer ond beges o (e
through ime [3]. In dhe P90k, wovweng kool reappeared undier Ledir Sabanta. He s
refighle untim wibo has been 3 pengsah (ulper) aad peovsapeing (pairger] puppet of ghe
Paoealsilio collection while  sedag oikdel his caue, 18 s capeksiod, e sl
pediiegan  (puppetry arxh fmm Maspoabdio, Under of Morbosabedbo's pochinee, Ledjar
Sadspcao pemerased fimo o professdonil amist sl Tl i ide iy dimd o g
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The simdy al Lediar Safamdo’s om eremiviy fis heen cemied o by severd sohalirs,
includmg Fursuharyanin (OS] disossed the infricucies of wenng Goaedl using he
perlnemdng s poerspective as & sclermine hmsie Krismnin (200 Thdisgussss the wrang danecii
performance. dhat has relevanoe oo psychoescicemulinral chilifren's edwcation,. Messwhile,
Hermawim (2005 explored Ledjur's oreativity from Bourdieo's pergective. Among e
whmlics dhae Reive Bocn o] owt, no ons s lsciennl Leliar Subsole’s caiger btk pninad
trom a fsionicul pemsaedive.

This e cliscossing Dodljer Salwos’s Carcer o am a1 & sl as a sileog wa iy
dancdl, I order w0 e a full discusecon, thes paper fistly explins bois Camily ind educition
(ol ond nop-lommalj of Ledpr Sobrogs, os well as his prcess in sisdying  witl
Plgngraafa e, Subrgguenily, s sigly Bedisees Dis coreer g mn prtisl s gids ap sith &
dizcusxinn of Ledjsrds working experiences a5 & ol iowg wawery tench! i regional. naticnal,
el i redions] levels.

2 Method

This mandy Wi camicd R udeg higorcal mehod tha e lided Tear stages, ach as
hewsislic. =mirce crilicisme inleqretition, and hisorography. Boarstic < collectieg and
selecring sources Bhat relevant o e neseanch opie, Funiermone, sonree orinedsm is crirical
ecumimation 0 prove (e credibility and aushesticity of ihe soorces. Mearudhile, she
imerpresation af the et provided the selaicas Belween o, Ferhermaore, e last sage =
histewingrapby which is j commpiling Cacis jong o Biseslogmaphy (Maoearssin, 1978 36], The
primsry swrees came fmom Ledpar Sebroto’'s pain works which kelp the auifor o onferstand
gy abanit T hilbcis g echingse relind the soak creativaes, 100 schlimion, ihe aullad gegs
written stares such ax. artiches printed inmass redia, joumals. s repeeis thel disouss about
Eeid jir Subruro amd the resulis of kis works, These singres contiin a boa of jaformaton of 1he
Ledjir Sebrow's Tife soofies bdems, works, mofes and hiz coniribuckans in e world of
Loniemperery s s the auiveniiciny ol these sooces cim be recopmioal

In Ehlitew, @ gethor gl tscs dal sisgesy obesaeal roiis limeryicws st seas al
fipores who heve close rekations with Lodjior Subeolo, The Tgue s Aranto Wicakeoso, who i
the grandsom of Lecjer Subeoio. Asanio was the closes) porson i Lediar and ofien aooomgpany
Ledjir I devcloping the perfommaposs, Furtbermane, mleavicws wom b gomdctod willi
Sudamn wha bi-thie nephew of Ledjar Subroie The las isfsmmnt s Taofik, e was Ledjar's
personal evsisant which often kelps Rim m poppet making works. Inlerviews wen: eonducied
1o Firall et maore: the immge of Ledgir in the eyes of the cloves) peopls

3 The Trail of Ledjar Sabrote’s Life

Ledjor Subroto wis born an kay M0 1938, ina villge of Sspamn. Wenssoba, Central Java.
Reljon's Twghea sa i Bindiorad Troes SWedl, Kianen, He wis mn ail activist, expecially gaame it
rd, el hixd ghe dhilisy e jeach berevwfon. Besides. Budiman was alsp @ member of dhe
lrveling avdfiipiand Sroe liv s vilkige  Ledgin wies Tissd inmcshical 80 e sawhl of 6 By his
Gl He oflen Tallowa] BuBmen when perlsnming - with iz rovie dedbopred gnoag,
Eedjurs formal educaiion was takes o Selolah Fakvai which graduased m 1953, Durisg his
alucaion o Sekolal Bk val, Dodjas sfilitics by the s work] Began (o appeat. He ofen dicw




puppet figemes o slme medio and mik Lo pupgens (pappets made af hakd, Tusing ik
developmeni. Lecjar's Bather mipraied o Sermarang snd joized the Ngesti Pandows Waang
g grovp (WONNFY, Becasse of (he relationskip between his Taher and WORNF, Lodjor
finuly Became acquainied with Marcsabcdbo and became his cwlemt During his gime a5 5
Marosabdbo's  sbeckent, Ledjor wax tnsied o wolpe ond point Menosabdio's puppets
anlleegions, T adaligion, Ledi wiis alsa asRed &0 Follons wihereas Mamosphelho wen w 2o [of
ey perfooms (arendfelong] (inieroes wih Ananin Wicaksoeo on Apnl 5. 20086, Under
the pairmies of Mmoo, Ledpar develfogeal s on mmist wiao had so idennisy mml clismeses,
sy tat it ciuld be said this ke male of Naricsabdbo was mituencing the developmens of Eedijar
i become & professional anist.

MmBer (e ciid ol the wip umder e numiee of Naneeabalo, Laljor then decidal
instil selferelisng on Rimesell sl migress o Yogyakanz in the 1990s. Then in 19735, he wus
e b bewild an e ek o) Mseiam sarect, Yogvakhms, This an Eiosk Docame a crcalive
spore gy well das supponisg Lediar’s coommingy while living in Yopwakoms He Decame @
Soradaniun siyle puppes aniss in the center of dhe city. Howewer, this ooy atmaced of dhe
Puldic isagees, s ey Mool up s onder Ladjes works,

4 Ledjur Subrodo As An Artist

dd Weapmeg Koy Faren Ariist

Eedjom's Cascey mormey asan grist began ax a ardisd of wosmg dedin pavroar, Hiy experliss a5 0
wavmg knld parne ortid sy well-weod ender ihe upbeisgiog of MNartzabdho, The
oraicisms and segpestions which come frone Mumosebdha were well reconded in Ledjer's
nenmmige Al implemenicd in the prvees of cstablshing his works, Acconbng e Ledsar, the
“wpirit® or "life” of @ pegpet is reside on s wietoadta e (he foce). The neison is thad the Dlan
pan s an essendiol pan thit invelves wandis o0 pupper chareciers. As Nanesahdha's favornide
reulpier (ool amd pamior (penvaepeing b, Ledir wis olwess annd by Maressabdhoe so that
tis Inlay o every pan of the puppet was carved amall drgrewi) ond smooth, sspecially when
the pewnaces wis amiecdhoy raf (sculpsed the face part] . The colonng puppets process ocmpies
it wentml pasition mom offord o make pappets mone “alive.” Avconding to Rim, mod oll poinor
(pesvrg g ) are abde o poar "life” on each pupget, there musd be preckion md polience in
paintmg puppets. Lodjor himself hod advantamos cour other artials, the advantapes of whach
were patient ond thorough. He was known as u relishle puppets painser {pemvungeieg | by the
caommuzily becse of innesalive color mixiag lechnigues and high kreelsof sceursey [4f

42 Waprag Fopeng Artist

Sinee e Deginning of openind @ Kiced g Masarem seeet in [9TE, his woeks Dl B okl in
the femm of classical and creative masks, Unfosusaiely, not all of the masds sodd wepe Ledjars
che et @il cniisiad woime of them oo Fivimges, Gunung Kidul, The quality of dhe
ek gsigned by arlizty [ Poomgen was e o possl compased 1o ghe mask of Ledgrs
work. Thenefwe, maay. of the entrusied nesks wene mo sold and scanered ai the Ledjar kicek
[5],

A e poes by, Ledar orsated nod only clissical masks bt also animal masks. The
creidion bick oo of amomal macks cime from his cosstomalion dbsad o large smouni of
unuscel hemchok] wasts aeoumd his houss, capodally lisase wasic. Issidentally, nal o his




fcise, there wes.a fied stall thon prosfoced Dssoe wasie every. dioy, Besides, Bere were also
many wersed, damaged misks s his kiogk. The tsar wirsle was converied o doagh moved
willy wood glue, This kics of urilizamion was imspicad By o woodes pachooek aho pached a
wooden hole with puity. Instead of repairing a broken mask, Ledpr developed the mask into s
ey work that was dlferent from the nrigine] shape. e inigially only resiored te mask with
e chimigh 4F @ sane, Huever, o e, Laslinr croanad sm andived isas® Dgure Tooom dhe
broken wixsden mask. Ledjas’s misks were not only sold bol alse ssed for perfoomance
PSS S A CErTi ewenis sol b as climivabs il conmemoration of Boliday s The por s aims
was isaally from children whi ane puided direcily by Ledar [6].

43 Wayrag Kanci Arlist

The creatinn of wawang bancd! by Ledjor began in 1978 during his meetmg with Rien
Banrtnusans o Dedch aVroekang waprag Gulid o [puppeieor]. He come to Ledjar's kicsk by
bringimg a sketch oF o pampot with o measediorr Figune imd king Lediar to mesosah (sclapied)
imd s rvuagpdng (paint the skeich. This mesting then Jed 1o the crentioa of weyang barcif by
Laafjor. In fts cnltivation, Ledgar snd Baprmims afion enga ped in discossions which eventuully
resdied in the exploration off wirsarg kol fomn in o meee expesimesasl directon. nomely by
mlding mation effects o sach figore |T] Doring 1978- 1980 Ledjar hies oreated mmany onimal
puppel charsciers o comphde his colloction, seh as deer, Hgen, e, olephomts, and
harses, There wene ales human choracters, sech er farmers osd fgure of himsell b had
bicome o habat, Lodljar weaed too mindmize the amosnd ol imosed wase. Also, in e making off
wavrry kawetl, he wis still able 1o ese remaindeg lesther 1 decorate supponting performances
cuch & trees, and grass.

A4 Creator of Creatlve Puppetry

In aabdition to developing woremng kamcid, Lid jar also cremied creitive papgebs. Poppets omaded
in mecordssee with the order. As an etsi, Ledjer wies o eman lgure @ culmiral preservoion
stmleges. Many of e mditione] adiste, whose nomes and works were mod hean) and wepe
drowned oot by the hastle imdd busile of modemization. Bodoes nob seem o apply o0 Ledgr. He
hal Fiis sirpiefy in keeping Bk works susrained. The siraregy was i make ki pmworks ns o
worthy ert commaxity o buy. The puppel creatoms conasted of wovamg sietbar egavng. vehicks
PUPEeeL, SEmIr-X_ amang reiaaad, wevete willee van coaide, OB pappet. il we v
AT,

5 Ledjar Subreto As Dbalany Wayvang Keacil

Af the bhegmming of the 1980« nod long afler Ledgar finished collectmg i st of warpang daned
figures, there amse e desire a0 perform this puppens colleztioes. This desire grew stmonger
whemn Ledgar sow the reality on the wockety that childoen begaa 1o leaoe dhe v duifd pnnee
shovwe and ewirch o comoon and klolize seperhens figures eonred @ puppe chaneters.
Therefare, Ledjar wanted iy soe wevany daned a2 gudance o renfroduce the aovang dal
e o the dhildren. This dedne wis realeed in 1985 when Ledjiar presented womng dameid
s paictcken (prefin b gl wovang duly purae show for o cleanmg village svent ai Nanggeles,
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Mlaguwatinrie. Seman with Cermosgandpo a= e dbalney, 15 e ness sige. Led jar conckicasd
i lidermtune siudy in expendd the aspec of the worang ks show o be moee @iracive for ihe
milience,

Furthermone, Ledjirs performanee received s positive resporse o the comaminity.
i career i o afnelang wovanpe doancl pmogresed oniil fimally he wis widely known in
reginul, neEmicisil, il BEleniatiosal scoges Surgesingly, alter Ladjar Suniabs's passed jsas o6
Hepember 23, 2017 his prestige 2 0 offehang wovang ke still remzembered by the wider
Lennisimily, & spectally the poople of Yogyvakans

6 Conchasion

Acvarding o the life process of Ledpr Submio, o pericdoation or developmrest pas of
Ledjiss warver conld be fommed min five sages. The fird slage 13 between 1533 1547, he
childfusd of Led jir Subrom. The auther sospects that an this point, Ledjsr wes scucaed about
the basic nnderdarding of art by his falher,

The zeconi phiss 2 Retwesd TRET-19250. Thin phise classifisd gs the stage ol educarkn and
Led jor vt phomeering. The begineg of s periml was markead By ihe origins of Ladjors
talem im the s when he was edeciied o Sekolak Rokyas. Bereimafier, the process ol
cilucanon imdles the cane of MWpmosabdhe wes very influcniial inthe formation of ckaracter ad
identiy of the artis n Ledgr's sl amd hife.

The mext period is between 196019700 Tads perisd = the saage when Ledjar begim s
DKl sell-refissee 0 paesemg 8 ceeeer s gn amisg, This period wes mwkeld by Legjars
decmion m marry amd migrale i Yogyakans and grichally be able o stand alome wizhout
e ference Troan Margosafllie, Funlenmoos, 197 1=-1979 wis & perio] whes Laljars cireer as
i predesianzl antist experienced im a galden age. He was well-known in the comamnity as a
relizhle anis,

The sl round is Crom [980-2017, This & the poriod wien Ledin Subpso msds
histoay as an erist because of the. awands asd recognitem Erom the community be ecelved.
Theefore, in this perio] wies classificd as & goblcs pegiod In s selioes of LedEn Soboolo as
um arfisd, Hiy octusl woeks aml cnbasism in e wurld of oy bocamg ¢ legacy g Lodjor
landed o for the aext genematinns
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