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This work investigates a modified sol-gel method for the preparation of interlayer-free nidcel oxide silica mem-
branes for desalination applications. The sol-gels were synthesized using TEOS, nickel nitrate hexahydrate, eth-
anol as solvent and water with and without peroxide (H30:). The effect of the nickel embedded in the silica
matrix as Ni/Si molar ratio was varied from 5 to 50 mol% and systematically studied. The sols prepared with
Hz0: resulted in microporous structures and lower pore volume, contrary to the mesoporous structures derived
from sols without Hy0,. The modified sol-gel method proved to be robust enough for coating directly on ce-alu-

Keywords:
Sol-gel mina substrates, as opposed to conventional methods which required substrates with interlayers. All interlayer-
Nickel oxide free nickel oxide silica membranes delivered high salt rejection ranging from 91.5 to 99.9%, and reaching water

Silica flux as highas 7.3 kgm~ 2 h™ ', The membranes prepared using sols with H0, gave lower water flux and slightly

Membranes higher salt rejection, attributed to lower pore volume and smaller pore size, respectively. The membranes pre-

Desalination pared with Ni/Si molar ratio of 25% achieved the highest water flux, though salt rejection slightly decreased
with the increase of feed salt concentration from brackish (MaCl 0.3 wt%) to sea water (NaCl 3.5 wt).

© 2016 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction which delivered high salt rejection 98% though water fluxes were low

The world is facing a global water crisis due to population growth
and climate change [1]. As fresh water resources become scarce and
global population is on the increase, the use of seawater desalination
technology presents a viable choice in the provision of clean and fresh
water [2]. In terms of commercial applications, reverse osmosis (RO}
polymeric membranes are still dominating the market [3] despite foul-
ing and cleaning chemical stability limitations [4,5]. To address these
limitations, novel inorganic membranes have been considered for desa-
lination applications, including zeolite and silica membranes. The po-

ial use of these membranes is dependent upon their performance
In terms of water fluxes and salt rejection. Zeolite membranes generally
have low water fluxes around 1 kg m~ 2 h™ ' [6,7] whilst recent works
showed that the membrane instability and loss of salt rejection was at-
tributed to ion exchange with the zeolite cage [8,9].

The potential for silica membranes for liquid processing in
pervaporation was envisaged as early as 1990s [10], though research
into silica membranes for desalination has been gathering pace in the
last decade. Duke and co-workers [11] tested silica membranes pre-
pared by an acid-catalysed sol-gel method in a pervaporation set up
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at 1.8 kg m~ 2 h~ ', The major advantage of silica membranes is pore
size control at molecular sieve dimensions. Hence, the smaller pore
sizes generally exclude the permeation of the larger hydrated salt ions
(hydrated I~ 6,64 Aand Na* 7.16 A) [12,13], whilst allowing the pref-
erential permeation of the smalq-vater molecule (d, = 2.6 A). Howev-
er, silica materials contain silanol groups (Si—OH) whiclare
hydrophilic and easily hydrolysed by water [ 14,15]. As a result, the$#ica
membranes become unstable when exposed to water, rendering the
membranes ineffective for desalination applications as demonstrated
by Elma et al. [16]. To address this problem, hybrid silica membranes
were prepared with carbon templates such as surfactants [17,18] and
triblock co-polymers [19], where the organic template was carbonised
into carbon moieties inside the silica matrix, or using organo-silica pre-
cursors [20,21] to introduce non-hydrophilic C—C bridges between sil-
icon atoms in order to reduce propensity of water hydrolysis.

Further developments on silica derived membranes for desalination
were based on doping silica with metal oxides. Lin et al. [22 | reported
for the first time that cobalt oxide silica membranes were able to desalt
water up to NaCl 15 wt%. Recently Elma et al. [23] prepared for the first
time interlayer-free cobalt oxide silica membranes where hydro-stabil-
ity increase with the content of cobalt. Tsuru's group [24] showed that
cobalt oxide silica materials were more hydro-stable due to the reduc-
tion of thermal vibration by cobalt oxides embedded in the silica matrix.
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Lately, Liu et al. [25] reported that the improved hydrostability was
closely related to the high content of octahedrally coordinated cobalt
{C03 ") in the form of Co304 in silica matrices, contrary to the less
hydrostable tetrahedrally coordinated cobalt (Co® *). Nevertheless, the
majority of the work for silica doped membranes for desalination has
been limited on cobalt oxide doping and thin film coating on substrates
with interlayers. Other metal dopants such as palladium [26,27], iron
|28], niobia [29,30], zinc [31] and lanthanum [32 ] in silica membranes
have been reported for gas separation membranes. Hence, there are po-
tential opportunities to study the performance of different metal oxide
silica membranes for desalination.

The impregnation of silica matrices with nickel oxide has been pre-
viously reported for microporous structures [33,34], mesoporous struc-
tures [35], hydrogen adsorption [36] and aerogel/xerogel porous
structures [37]. Hence, nickel oxide silica matrices seem to be a versatile
material, though not well explored for the preparation of membranes
for desalination. To this end, this work investigates the evolution of
higher Ni/Si molar ratios up to 50% in the structural formation of nickel
oxide silica xerogels. Furthermore, the concept of interlayer-free mem-
branes is an attractive research avenue which can significantly reduce
processing time and complexity without compromising on membrane
quality and stability. Therefore, this work evaluates the performance
of interlayer-free nickel oxide membranes for desalination under brack-
ish (NaCl 0.3 wt#%) and seawater (NaCl 3.5 wt%) conditions.

2. Experimental section

The nickel oxide silica sol was prepared by modifying a metal oxide
silica sol synthesis publisf elsewhere [38]. Briefly, nickel oxide sols
were synthesized by the hydrolysis and condensation of tetraethyl
orthosilicate (TEOS, Aldrich) in absolute eth (EtOH) with and
without 30% aqueous H,0, plus nickel nitrate hexahydrate
(Ni(NO3),+6H,0). An initial molar ratio of EtOH: 4 TEOS: x
Ni(NO;),+6H50: yH,04: z H,0 was mixed and vigorously stirred for
3 hinanice-cooled bath to avoid partial hydrolysis. The x molar concen-
tration of Ni{NO3 )+ 6H,0 varied from 0.2, 0.4, 1, 1.4 and 2 to give Ni/Si
molar ratio of 5%, 10%, 25%, 35% and 50%. The y molar of H,0, was 0 and
9 only. The z molar rati -0 was varied to maintain the effective
water molar ratio of 40. Each sol sample was dried in a tempaure-
controlled oven at 60 °C under normal atmospheric conditions to form
axerogel. The xerogel snples were crushed finely and calcined at tem-
perature 500 °C for 2 h in air with a ramp rate of 2 “C min ",

Nickel oxide silica membrane xerogels owder form were
characterised by using a Shimadzu IRAffinity-1 Fourier-transform infra-
red (FTIR) spectrometer with a Pike MIRacle attenuated total reflec-
tance accessory (ATR-FTIR) at wavelength range 400-4000 cm ™', All

tra were normalized using the intense peak at 1080 cm '
(51—0—S5i stretching vibration). This peak was baseline lmved and
observed to be the least varying peak. Deconvolution of the spectra
was performed using the Fityk computer program with Gaussian peak
during curve fitting. The same number of peaks was used in the entire
spectral peak fitting. The half width at half maximum (HWHM ) was
fixed for each peak, whilst the peak position was allowed to change
slightly to realize qualified fitting. The gravimetric analyses of xerogels
were pened on a Shimadzu thermogravimetric analyser TGA-50
using air flow rate of 60 mL min~ ' and heating rate 2 °Cmin ', Samples
were degassed under vacuum for more than 6 h at 150 °C before nitro-
gen adsorption analysis was performed at 77 K and 1 bar using
Micromeritic TriStar 3020 instrument. The specific surface area was de-
termined from the Brunauer, Emmett and Teller (BET) method and total
pore volume was taken from the last point of the isotherm. Average
pore diameter (4V/A by BET) was used to determine the average pore
sizes.

Thin films were directly coated on macroporous c-alumina sub-
strates (¢ == 10 mm, Ceramic Oxide Fabricates Australia) via a dip-coat-
ing process with a dwell time of 2 min and a dipping and withdrawal

rate of 10 cmmin . Each layer was calcined separately after dip coat-
ingat 500 "Cina temperature controlled furnace, with a hold time of
2hand aramp rate of 2 °C min~'. The dip-coating and calcination pro-
cedure were repeated five times to form the top layer. The desalting
performance of calcined nickel oxide silica membranes was evaluated
by measuring the produced water flux and rejected salt concentration
in the permeate water. The salt concentration and temperature of the
feed water were kept constant. The membrane was assembled into a
classical pervaporation set-up for desalination as shown inFig. 1. The
membrane was immersed in a beaker containing saline feed solution
and blocked at one end with the other end connected to a cold trap (im-
mersed inliquid nitrogen ) and a vacuum pump operating at 1.5 kPa. The
feed solutions were prepared with sodium chloride (NaCl) dissolved in
deionised water with concentrations set at 0.3 and 3.5 wt#. The beaker
was placed on a hot plate which was controlled by a thermocouple with
temperature set at room temperature (~25 °C), 40 and 60 °C. The feed
solution was kept under constant recirculation to prevent salt built up
on the outer siz8ll of the membrane.

The water flux, F (kg m~ 2 h~ '), was determined based on the equa-
tion F = m/[A. At), where m is the mass of permeate (kg) retained isthe
cold trap, Ais the active surface area (m?) of the membrane and At i
time measurement (h). The salt rejection, R (%), was calculated as R =
[(Ce — G,)/Cy = 100%, where Cyand C, are the feed and permeate con-
centrations of salt (wt#%). The salt concentration was determined from
conductivity measurements and a generated standard curved using a
conductivity meter (LabCHEM CP).

3. Results and discussion

The nitrogen adsorption isotherms of nickel doped silicaxerogels are
shown inFig.2a .The addition of H;0, resulted in a type [ isotherm
as indicated by a very strong initial adsorption at very low partial pres-
sures (P/P° < 0.2) followed by saturation and are thus characteristic of
type | microporous materials. Interestingly, in the absence H,0-, nickel
doped silica xerogels tended to form mesoporous materials with a
higher adsorption saturation capacity above 0.4 P/P® and a hysteresis
with a smooth inflection indicating a type IV isotherm. There isa general
trend whereby the total pore volume increased with the Ni content, ex-
cept for a typical trend for the Ni/Si 50% sample which is lower than the
pore volume of Ni/5i 25% and 35% sample. Fig. 2c shows the BET
surface area for the samples with H,0, varied within 10% as a funiction
of the Ni/Si molar ratio, which is within the experimental error of 11%.
Likewise, the average pore diameter shown in Fig. 2d remained constant
at 2.1 4 0.05 nm. These results strongly suggest that adding nickel oxide
to the silica gel matrix with Ha0, maintained the micro porosity of the
amorphous silica xerogel. In other words, the increase in pore volumes
was also accompanied by increases in the surface area. It is however in-
teresting to observe the low BET surface area of 99 m? £ ! for the H205
Ni/5i 5% sample, resulting in a significant reduction in surface area by
over 300% as compared to the other samples also prepared with H20..
Similar effect has also been reported for low molar ratios of Fe/Si 2%

condenser
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\

stirrer

Ice bath

Fig. 1. Schematic of the membrane desalination pervaporation set up.
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Fig. 2. Nitrogen adsorption isotherms o fsamples (a) without Hx0, and (b) with HyO,, () BET surface areas ( +11%) and (d) average pore diameters (42.5%) of nickel oxide silica xerogels
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|39] and Co/Si 10% [40]. Nevertheless, the samples without H,Ch result-
ed in different trends. The mesoporosity increased significantly as a
function of the Ni content as the average pore size increases whilst the
BET surface area decreases for Ni/Si ratios from 25 to 50%. This effect
has also been observed for cobalt oxide silica, and the increase in
mesoporosity was attributed to the agglomeration of cobalt oxides
|41]. Possibly, the same effect is also occurring for the increase in poros-
ity as a function of the Ni/Si molar ratio in this work.

Fig. 3a and b display the IR spectra of xerogel samples between
wavenumber 650 and 1450 cm ' The bands observed are convention-
ally found in silica materials which include the bands at 800 cm ™' and

70 cm ! with a shoulder near 1200 cm™ ! corresponding to different
modes of siloxanaretching bonds (Si—0—5i) whilst the shoulder in
the region of 960 cm ™! is assigned to the stretching vibration of Si—0OH
|42-44). Overall the peak of the Si—0 band (1070 cm ') for the sam-
ples with H,0; is broader than the samples without H,0,. To under-
stand further the effect of the silica sol-gel reaction on the formation
of functional groups of the nickel oxide silica matrices, the region be-
tween 870 and 1300 cm™ ! were deconvoluted, allowing the calculation
of asilanol (~960cm ') to siloxane (~1070cm ') ratio. Deconvolution
results in Fig. 3c show that the silanol/siloxane ratio remained al most
constant for the samples prepared without H202, and only small

increments are observed as the Ni/Si ratio increases. These results sug-
gest that nickel oxide had no effect or a marginal effect only in the sol-
gel reactions without H0,. However, it is interesting to note that the
samples prepared with Hz0, exhibited a silanol/siloxane ratio twofold
higher than the samples without H20z. In general, the sol-gel reactions
from TEOS as a silica precursor are related to hydrolysis reaction of alk-
oxides leading to the formation of silancl groups, and subsequently, the
condensation reactions leads to the formation of siloxane bridges [45,
46]. The trend of the silanol/siloxane ratio clearly indicates that the
role of Hz0» favoured the formation of silanol groups and slightly
inhibited the condensation reactions. Contrary to this, the samples
without H20; resulted in a more crosslinked nickel oxide silica structure
with greater siloxane bridges and favouring the condensation reactions.
Nevertheless, the H,0, Ni/Si 5% sample resulted in a silanol concentra-
tion five-fold higher than those of the other samples prepared with
H,0,. These results explain the low BET surface area of the H, 0, Ni/Si
5% sample observed in Fig. 2d, as higher silanol concentration favour in-
terpenetration of silica [47,48], leading to densification and surface area
reduction. This also indicates that the extent of condensation is much
reduced in the H203 Ni/Si 5% sample because of the low amount of the
nickel concentration, which inherently supplies the source of acid cata-
lyst in the system.
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Silica sol-gel reactions with H,0, can generally be considered to pro-
ceed via an acid-catalysed system. As an oxidizing agent, H.0, oxidizes
the nickel nitrate to form HNO; based on the following chemical reac-
tion (using Ni/5i = 50% as examples) [49]:

9H0; + 2Ni(NO3 J,.6H20—4HNO;5 + 2Ni03 + 12H30 + 7H0;.

Due to the presence of the nitric acid as a catalyst, the hydrolysis re-
action involving TEOS and the water molecules is catalysed by the acid
which promotes the formation of the silanol groups, and thus increases
the overall concentration of the silanol concentration as evidenced by
the FTIR ratio analyses. Moreover, with increasing incorporation of nick-
el nitrates from Ni/Si 5 to 50%, the molar concentration of nitric acid in-
creases stoichiometrically. As a result, the initial pH value of the sol is
expected to decrease with increasing nickel nitrate concentration. This
is well corroborated with the measured pH shift from pH 2.62 to
pH 2.05 of the 5 to 50% Ni/Si sols and in good agreement with the cobalt
oxide silica sol-gel report by Elma et al. [23]. However, it should be men-
tioned that water (hydrolysing agent) and ethanol (solvent) molar ra-
tios were kept constant, which should not affect the initial pH of the
sol. In comparison, the initia of the non-peroxidic system were re-
corded between pH 4 and 5, which is above the isoelectric point of the
silica species (pH 1-3) [50-52], and this rendered the silica sol-gel reac-
tions to occur in the basic environment which generally forms more si-
loxane bridges and mesoporous structures. Therefore, it can be
remarked that H,0, rendered the sol-gel process to proceed in an acidic
environment catalysed by the presence of the nitric acid which favoured
the formation of silanol groups and microporous materials.

The TGA mass loss curves in Fig. 4 show that H»0, had a marginal ef-
fect in terms of the total mass loss, which was very similar to the sam-
ples prepared without H20.. However, the content of nickel had a
significant effect as the average moss loss increased from ~34% to 48%
and 57% as the Ni/Si molar ratio was raised from 10% to 25% and 50%, re-
spectively. Initial mass losses from 80 to 120 °C were consistently simi-
lar to both set of samples. This is mainly attributed to the loss of
physisorbed water and ethanol molecules. Nevertheless, it is interesting
to observe that H,0, had a significant effect on the sample mass loss
from ~150 to ~360 °C, contrary to the marginal effect of total mass
loss. These effects are more noteworthy for the samples prepared with
Ni/Si molar rations of 25 and 50%. For instance, the samples prepared
without Hz0; continued to lose mass up to ~260 °C, where there is a

rapid mass loss until the temperature reaches ~305 °C. From thereon,
the mass loss is marginal. The samples prepared with H,O; followed
the same trend, though at different temperatures. For instance, mass
loss continued at a constant rate up to - 260 °C, followed by a fast
mass loss to ~360 °C.

The TGA results in Fig. 4 suggest that H>0- has affected the sol-gelre-
actions during the calcination step. The decline in the mass observed
from 150 to 305 or 360 °C corresponds to dehydroxylation due to the
condensation of the OH groups in the silica particles [53 |. The condensa-
tion reactions continued at very low rates after 305 or 360 °C, as mass
losses were only minor. Likewise, the FTIR results in Fig. 4b suggest
H05 has also affected the sol-gel reactions. These results clearly indi-
cate that H,0; has favoured hydrolysis reactions and inhibited to
some extent the condensation reactions, thus leading to a higher rela-
tiveamount of silanol groups (Si—OH). There is also a strong correlation
between porosity and Si—OH groups leading to the formation of

100%

90%

80%

70%

60%

Mass Loss

50%

40%

30% ] | | I | I 1
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Fig. 4. Mass loss (= 4+ 1%) curves of samples as a function of Ni/5i molar ratio with Hy0,
(full line === and without H;0; ( broken line —.
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microporous structure, in line with reports elsewhere [54-57]. This can
be clearly observed from the results in Fig. 2a and b, where the samples
prepared with Hz02, which have a higher content of Si—OH group, re-
sulted in microporous structures with smaller average pore diameters
of ~2.1 nm. Contrary to this, the samples prepared without H,0, had a
higher content of siloxane bridges (Si—0—Si) (Fig. 3b}, thus forming
mesoporous structures (Fig. 2a).

Three set of Ni/Si molar concentration were chosen to prepare mem-
branes, represen Ni/Si at low (10%), medium (25%) and high (50%)
molar ratios. The performance of the membranes was initially evaluated
using a brackish water (NaCl 0.3 wt#%) their performance as displayed in
Fig.5. In terms of water flux, there are three trends. The first trend clear-
ly indicates that the membranes prepared with H,0 (Fig. 5a) consis-
tently delivered lower fluxes than those prepared without H203 (Fig.
5b). These results are attributed to a dense membrane matrix, and asso-
ciated with lower total pore volumes as evidenced by the nitrogen ad-
sorption isotherms in Fig. 2. Hence, the denser nickel oxide silica
matrix derived from the sol-gel synthesis containing H20; provided a
higher resistance to the diffusion of water, and consequently lower
water fluxes. The second trend is related to the increase of water flux
as a function of temperature for all samples, though the membrane pre-
pared with a 25% Ni/Si molar ratio and without H>0, gave marginal in-
creases in water fluxes only. In pervaporation systems such as the one
used in this worlk, the flux of water (]} is described by | = K AP [58,
59], which is proportional to the water vapour pressure {AP) and a
mass transfer coefficient K. Hence, by increasing the temperature, the
water vapour also increases, and consequently leading to a higher driv-
ing force and water fluxes. The final trend is that the membranes pre-
pared with 25% Ni/Si molar ratio for both sol-gel conditions (with and
without H20:) gave the highest water fluxes whilst 50% Ni/Si molar
ratio resulted in the lowest water fluxes. These results strongly suggest
that a superior structural arrangement of the amorphous silica and nick-
el oxide particles were reached at values ~25% Ni/Si molar ratio. This is
also in line with cobalt oxide silica xerogels published elsewhere [40].

In terms of salt rejection, there are two clear trends. The first trend is
that the membranes prepared with H,0, generally gave slightly higher
salt rejection values. This is attributed to the smaller pore sizes which
correlate well with the pore size values in Fig. 2a. Nevertheless, it is in-
teresting that the mesoporous nickel oxide silica membranes prepared
without H,0; were also capable of rejecting the diffusion of hydrated
salts, which have much smaller hydrated ionic diameter (€1~ 6.64 A

= z
s 5
3 3
:
X
3

20 30 40
Ni / i Molar Ratio ( % )

Water Flux ( kg m2h')

andNa* 7.16 A) than the mesopores {dp':»20A) silica. In principle, silica
structures are amorphous and are subject to a wide pore size distribu-
tion. However, Duke and co-worlkers [60] used Positron Annihilation
Spectroscopy and reported amorphous silica with tri-modal pore size
distribution peaking at 3, 8 and 12 A. Although different sol-gel synthe-
sis may give varying pore size distribution, the factis that the mesopores
are not entirely linked to each other. Therefore, the smaller constriction
(~3 A) of the silica structures are able to reject hydrated salts by pore
size exclusion, whilst a very small number of percolation pathways in
the membrane structure allow for the diffusion of the larger hydrated
salts. The second trend is related to the consistent slightly higher salt re-
jection for the membranes prepared with 25% Ni/Si with and without
H.0,. Again, this is attributed to the superior structural arrangement
of the amorphous silica and nickel oxide particles at this particul ar nick-
el loading.

The membranes were further tested using a seawater salt concentra-
tion (NaCl 3.5 wt¥) at room temperature (25 °C). Results displayed in
Fig. 6 follow the same trends as those observed in Fig. 5a and b at
NaCl 0.3 wt#, though there are notable differences. First, the water
fluxes consistently reduced as the salt concentration increased to
3.5 wt¥. In principle, this increase causes a reduction in the driving
force in the case of concentration gradients on the membrane top
layer. However, in this worl pressure gradient is the driving force and
the variation in salt concentration does not affect significantly the va-
pour pressures from 0.3 to 3.5 wt# NaCl concentrations [61]. Therefore,
the reduction of water fluxes is attributed to hydrated salts built up on
the membrane surface, due to salt adsorption on silica materials as re-
ported by de Lint et al. [62]. Salt rejection also slightly reduced with
the increase of the feed salt concentration to 3.5 wt% NaCl. However, a
notable difference is the reduction in salt concentration from 99.9%
(Fig.5) to 97% (Fig. 6) for the membranes prepared with Ni/Si molar ra-
tion of 25%. This reduction is possibly associated with structural hydro-
instability of the membranes, particularly free silanols which are ever
present in microporous silica [63]. These free silanols are unstrained
and tend to diffuse in the silica matrix under hydrolytic conditions,
causing surface and pore modification |64 ]. Overall, the interlayer-free
nickel oxide silica membranes performed well. High fluxes up to
7kgm %5 ! were measured, whilst salt rejections ranged from 91.5
to 99.9%. On a comparison basis at room temperature and sea water
concentration (NaCl 3.5 wt¥%), the interlayer-free nickel oxide silica
membrane water flux 2.5-3.8 kg m~? s~ ! are almost one order of

b
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Fig. 5. Water flux (+-8%) (full line wem) and salt rejection (4+1%) (broken line —-) for various temperatures at a NaCl 0.3 wt solution as a function of the Ni/Si molar ratio for membranes

prepared (a) with H;0; and (b) without H,0, (lines are provided guides to the eve only).
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Water Flux (kg m2h')
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Fig. 6. Water flux (4 8%) and salt rejection (4 1%) for various temperatures at a NaCl
3.5 wii solution as a function of the Ni/5i molar ratio for membranes prepared with
H20; (full line =) and without Hy0. (broken line —-) (lines are provided guides to
the eye only).

magnitude higher than the cobalt oxide silica membranes of 0.35,
though slightly lower than recent interlayer-free cobalt oxide silica

membrane of 42 kgm *s ',

4. Conclusions

The modified sol-gel method with and without H;0, proved to meet
the requirement of the preparation of interlayer-free cobalt oxide silica
membranes, which in turn were able to separate water and delivering
high salt rejections from 91.5 to 99.8%. Membranes prepared with Ni/
Si molar ratio of 25% for both with and without H20, provided the
highest water fluxes reaching values above 6 kg m *s~ ' at 60 °C and
NaCl 0.3 wi®. The membranes prepared with H,0, formed denser struc-
tures with lower pore volume, which were mainly microporous, and
therefore produced membranes with lower water fluxes. Contrary to
this trend, membranes prepared with sol-gels without H,0, were
mesoporous and gave higher water fluxes. By the same token, the mi-
croporous structures gave slightly higher salt rejections than the meso-
porous structures. Increasing the salt concentration from 0.3 to 3.5 wt#
resulted in an overall water flux reduction, which was attributed to salt
build up on the membrane surface. The salt rejection for the best mem-
branes prepared with Ni/Si molar ratio of 25% reduced as the salt con-
centration increases, thus implying the onset of hydro-instability.
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