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Semarang is prone to flooding due to tidal flood from the sea and flash flood from the upper inland area. Several
studies have noted that a community is an important element in the reduction of disaster (flood) risk. The purpose of
this study is to examine the capacity of community formed as Local Preparedness Groups (LPGs) in Semarang. The
analysis was designed by comparing perceptual-and evidence-based questions to assess the capacity of the LPGs to
contribute to better comprehension of the strengths and emerging challenges in engaging the community/local people
in Disaster Management (DM). The questions were derived from six main variables including knowledge,
skill/capability, communication and collaboration, financial resources, leadership and organizational system. A mini
FGD was conducted in each LPG and the participants were asked to form a consensus to answer the questions. The
scoring system was applied to calculate the capacity value ranging from 0 to 1. We found an average capacity value of
0.64. © 2019, World Research Association. All rights reserved.
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Vol. 12(5) May 2019
A critical analysis of the competency of UNIFIL militaries in disaster response
Malla Shrijan Bahadur, Dahal Ranjan Kumar and Hasegawa Shuichi
Page No. 1-9

From the humanitarian prospective, the multinational military peacekeepers deployed in UNIFIL are also the tool
for disaster response. But they lack preparedness. It is because legally they are only liable to provide a secure and
stable environment within which humanitarian actors may carry out response activities. In that sense their disaster
response competency is questionable. Three aspects of their disaster response competency - disaster
management knowledge, disaster response engagement’s perception and involvement in preparedness activities
(training and exercise) - have been studied.

The result showed that one-third of the UNIFIL militaries are not aware of fundamental issues of disaster
management. Most of them are confused on disaster response operational issues. Even they do not agree that the
militaries should be engaged in disaster response operations. They have neither participated in any kind of
disaster-related training nor in any disaster related exercise. A clear gap is evident in their disaster response
competency that needs proper address.
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Disaster, Development and Livelihood with Special Reference to Floods in India :

Keyoor, Raja Meenakshi J. and Chittaranjan Subudhi
Page No. 59-64

The demographic map of India has been rewritten due to intense urbanization, technological development,
motorization as the globalization has set platform for enormous unpredictable changes. Modernity has come all
over the world under the guise of development. Flood, a consequence of environmental degradation has a direct
impact on the development and livelihood. Flood could be either natural or manmade disaster that can be defined
as an overflow of large quantities of water into a normally dry land. It could happen due to overflow of streams,
rivers, lakes or oceans, melting of glaciers and mountain tops or as a result of excessive rain. India is highly prone
to floods as National Disaster Management Authority states that out of the total geographical area of 329 million
hectares (mha), more than 40mha is flood prone. The flood disaster creates damage to the social, political and
economic development of the nation.

The basic purpose of development is to enhance the quality of life in long term where it is being affected all of a
sudden by flood. Flood directly restricts the income generating factors of people. Notable movements in India
always struggled for their livelihood which had been affected by various reasons and flood disaster is a major
among it. This review attempts to study the link among the disaster, development and livelihood with specific
reference to flood in India and it would bring out the existence scenario relating to flood and its impact on the
livelihood of people of different sectors.
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