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Abstract. Moreover urban waste can be seen as a cultural problem because it affects various aspects of life, and the impact on urban 
waste management system nowadays are not effective and efficient yet. The reason for conducting this research is the emergence of 
the informal sector phenomena of urban waste management that can contribute to reduce the volume of urban waste production.
The purpose of this research is to find out the informal sector strategy in urban waste management, especially inorganic waste. The 
researchers used qualitative research to explain the phenomenon as the focus of research.
The result of research is 3M phenomenon, that is derived from Indonesian words (Mengubah = Changing, Mengurangi = Reducing, 
Manfaat = Benefit), in the management of urban inorganic waste. The explanation are; Mengubah: turning waste into economic 
value; Mengurangi: If the economic value of the urban waste volumes increases, the volume of urban waste will eventually be reduced; 
and Manfaat: the benefits obtained are management cultivating empowerment, reducing the burden of the landfill volume, being 
closer to inorganic zero waste condition.
Suggestions are as follows: [a] development of management towards go-green, [b] urban waste management based on predictable 
community empowerment will be more effective and efficient in the future.

Keywords: strategy, informal sector, management, inorganic waste, urban, 3 M (Mengubah = Changing, Mengurangi = Reducing, 
Manfaat = Benefit).

Introduction
Stated in Act no 18th 2008 (Undang-Undang RI No.18, 
2008) in several major cities in Indonesia, garbage 
collection, transport and disposal services are carried 
out by the Special Sanitation Department for waste 
management. In fact the problem of waste is still cru-
cial. Even garbage can be seen as a cultural problem 
because it affects various aspects of life, especially in 
big cities like Jakarta, Semarang, Surabaya, Bandung, 
Palembang and Medan. Urban waste management 
is one of the key subsystems of urban metabolism, 
which significantly affects the various lifes that exist 
within (Zhou et al. 2015). Research in Beijing City by 
optimizing the developed waste management system 
can not only predict the amount of waste generated 
by the city in the future, but also reflects the dynam-
ic, interactive, and uncertain characteristics of the 

ongoing waste management system (Dai et al. 2011). 
Urban Wastewater Management System (UWMS) 
that is proposed can accommodate various indicators 
referring to socio-economic performance and envi-
ronmental impact (Chifari et al. 2016). Urban waste 
management is implemented by the formal sector (City 
Government) with centralization-decentralization sys-
tem, which is the transportation from the source of 
waste to the garbage dump and ends in the landfill, is 
relatively good. In reality there are still many obstacles, 
especially the volume of waste as the number of urban 
population increases. The modeling system synergizes 
the analysis and tools, can certainly provide an oppor-
tunity to develop better waste management strategies 
toward conformity and encourage future perspectives 
for waste management and government agencies in 
the EU (Pires et al. 2011). A study that describes the 
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Abstract. The introduction of new housing typologies in emerging cities is rooted in dynamics including infrastructural investments, 
urban growth rates and new development policies. In accommodating new lifestyles, demand-driven patterns by tenants and pro-
perty owners are the main factors consolidating development trends in future. This paper explores the relationship between new 
lifestyle patterns and housing typologies in emerging cities. Within the context of Gulf cities, namely Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Doha and 
Manama, this paper investigates demographic structures and housing trends where a rapid phase of urban growth has transformed 
local urbanism. Current social structures were analysed by following a new ‘lifestyle framework’ resulting in the characterization 
of four main lifestyle trends. This is coupled with the assessment of 240 cases of new residences from the Gulf cities under study. 
The juxtaposition of both studies offers an outlook relevant to the importance of a transition from supply-driven to demand-driven 
housing dynamics to accommodate emerging multicultural societies. The paper thus contributes to a better understanding and 
identification of the social groups that are currently lacking suitable housing.

Keywords: housing typologies, lifestyle trends, real estate, Gulf cities, urban transformation.

Introduction
Since the beginning of modern globalization cities 
have entered a fierce competition to attract investment 
in order to transform into key hubs within expand-
ing networks. In 1976 Harvey Molotch described the 
new roles of cities as “growth machines” (Molotch 
1976). While cities in highly industrialized countries 
benefited from already existing infrastructure, their 
large size and thus established local markets, cities in 
emerging countries needed to initiate new develop-
ment strategies in order to attract urban growth since 
the end of the 20th century in order to compete. This 
growth resulted in rapid urbanization processes and 
the mass migration of new inhabitants. Subsequently, 
housing markets needed to react to rapidly increasing 
demand in various areas, from studio apartments for 
short-term stays to family dwellings and gentrifica-
tion trends. While the demand-driven aspects can be 
regarded as rather restricted during the first years of 
urban growth, a diversification process of housing ty-
pologies could be observed during the following peri-

od due to a more globalized and advanced real estate 
industry (Bardhan, Kroll 2007).

Various factors dictate the housing types preferred 
by migrant groups in emerging cities. This can be ob-
served in cases of migrants from rural or urban places 
as well as migrants from various socioeconomic and 
sociocultural backgrounds (Salama 2015). While a 
low-income background generally restricts the choice 
of housing and thus dictates certain lifestyles, high 
income groups have a bigger variety of residences to 
choose from (Narwold, Sandy 2010). This fact is dis-
played by the increasing diversity of upper real estate 
markets, while affordable housing schemes often fol-
low more repetitive models, mainly dictated by land 
prices and construction costs (Gurran et al. 2007: 44). 
These parameters, however, are dependent on general 
infrastructural networks and development policies. 
Subsequently, various new housing development pat-
terns can be identified in emerging cities, particular-
ly in the Global South, where they face a continuous 
updating process rooted in new dynamics, including 
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