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Abstract Public open space is an essential structuring
landscape element and is a pivotal point for the civic social
system in a city. Unplanned urbanization and densification
are often deemed responsible for the disappearance of
public open spaces in Dhaka. Since 1960, as one of the
fastest-growing megacities, Dhaka faces continuous
destruction of open spaces that includes seven
vulnerabilities: water, riparian areas, parks, vacant lands,
green areas, greenways, and ecological reserves. To ensure
sustainable growth along with proper functioning of
ecosystems, foster social cohesion and public health, there
is an urgent need to assess shifts in Dhaka’s landscape - by
re-evaluating the interaction between Dhaka’s Public space
and the urbanization of its natural landscape. Therefore,
this article explores historical avenues of Dhaka’s
natural-urban metamorphosis through urban mapping and
cartographic exploration to understand the transformation
of public open spaces over time. This way, the aim is to
identify future potentials for preserving nature and
strengthening the role of public open space and its
manifold uses through unfolding the hidden layers of
history.

Keywords Public Open Space,
Landscape, Sustainable Development

Urbanization,

1. Introduction

Cities are composed of multiple layers of history - partly
hidden, partly visible in their current urban form. Each of

those layers is the result of a continuous transformation of
five critical elements: environment, culture, society,
ecology, and economy. The city represents a constellation
of these elements in an active network. Failure in one
element collapses a city as an active entity. One significant
element of this city is — public open space, often closely
related to native landscape, characterized by two key
natural features — water and green. [10]. These elements
are dynamic in nature and changes, re-structures,
re-produces over time. In the process of re-structuring, this
shapes the urban form, behavior of habitats and people.
The city is administered by two factors: tangible and
intangible. Tangible refers to ecology, and intangible
means the economy, politics, and society. Very often the
tangible factor is neglected in the formation of the city,
despite being the major structuring element. Dhaka is no
exception to this. Despite being in the world’s largest delta,
since 1960, the city had indiscriminately developed
disregarding the logic of nature in the pretext of
urbanization. Current practices of Urbanism and Urban
planning do not seem to pay much attention to the natural
landscape in general. As a result, the city’s public open
spaces are experiencing challenges to endure as a
socio-ecological ground. Due to unplanned growth of
urban landscape over natural landscape - tensions and
conflict arise from the stark difference between the
availability and need for qualitative open space. These
conflicts are tightly bound up with the disappearance and
mismanagement of landscape elements such as parks,
forests, water bodies, canals, civic spaces. These spaces are
not only disappearing but also losing their identity and
deprived of being space as a public resource. Although the
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Abstract  Architecture reflects the lifestyle and the
culture of the society. It shows how people are living in a
particular community. One perceives the traditional
architecture of any region where one can see the simplicity
of this architecture and the smart usage of the surrounding
environment materials. This study aims to explore
traditional architecture in Jordan by studying building sites,
space planning of the interior space, and building materials
to understand the sustainability factors implemented in the
traditional architecture in Jordan. Three traditional houses
in the city of Irbid-Jordan were observed and analyzed
through the building site, space planning of the interior
space, and building materials used. The analysis has shown
that many sustainable factors and methods were
implemented in the traditional houses in Irbid city.
Considering the age of those buildings, the builder did not
have an in-depth knowledge of sustainability concepts, and
they were working based on their experience and climate
knowledge. This study's results can help create an index of
sustainability for traditional architectural heritage, which
will enhance the process of creating sustainable buildings
without losing the place identity and staying in the same
cultural context.

Keywords Traditional Architecture, Sustainability,
Interior Design, Design Heritage, Design Identity

1. Introduction

The architecture reflects the lifestyle and the culture of

the society. It shows how people are living in a particular
community [1]. One perceives the traditional architecture
of any region where it can be seen the simplicity of this
architecture and the smart usage of the surrounding
environment materials. One can notice that traditional
architecture is being demolished and abandoned due to
many reasons that affect the world's architectural style.

There is no doubt that Architecture is our most
significant physical symbol of the community's idea of our
confidant way to express the original form of our belief in
the conception of common ground. Buildings also stand as
evidence of the power of memory, humanity, and
community [2].

Architecture is involved in many life sectors in any
society. These sectors are like the environment, economics,
and technologies. The sector that reflects any civilization's
architecture reflects the culture, tradition, and lifestyle of
that civilization. The architecture also makes the diversity
of architectural styles worldwide because of the differences
between society's cultures [3]. We can see any society's
architectural style in every space they created, like houses,
stores, and sacred spaces.

Traditional architecture may stay closer to our soul than
other types of architecture because it has our mentality and
our quality of life. While Jordan still preserves its
traditional architecture on a medium-scale. This research
investigates and gains insights into these traditional houses
in Jordan to better understand this type of architecture and
its relationship with sustainability.

As the concept of sustainable design and green building
is still developing and trending around the globe, it has
been clear that green buildings concepts enhance the
chance of creating sustainable and more energy-efficient
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