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From: Scientific Reports srep@nature.com
Subject: Scientific Reports - Receipt of Manuscript "Initiating Epilepsy Surgery..."

Date: 23 June 2020 15.30
To: thohar@fk.undip.ac.id

**COVID 19 and impact on peer review**

As a result of the significant disruption that is being caused by the COVID-19 pandemic we are very aware that many researchers
will have difficulty in meeting the timelines associated with our peer review process during normal times.  Please do let us know if
you need additional time. Our systems will continue to remind you of the original timelines but we intend to be highly flexible at
this time.

Ref: Submission ID 2de12359-a726-4522-8909-d7e0540111c4

Dear Dr Thohar Arifin,

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to Scientific Reports.

Your manuscript is now at our initial Quality Check stage, where we look for adherence to the journal's submission guidelines,
including any relevant editorial and publishing policies. If there are any points that need to be addressed prior to progressing we
will send you a detailed email. Otherwise, your manuscript will proceed into peer review.

Please note you have submitted to a new peer review system which does not yet offer the ability to track your manuscript status.

Kind regards,

Peer Review Advisors
Scientific Reports
---

Springer Nature offers an open access support service to make it easier for our authors to discover and apply for APC funding.
For further information please visit http://www.springernature.com/gp/open-research/funding

mailto:Reportssrep@nature.com
mailto:Reportssrep@nature.com
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From: Scientific Reports srep@nature.com
Subject: Scientific Reports: Decision on your manuscript

Date: 17 December 2020 17.50
To: thohar@fk.undip.ac.id

Ref: Submission ID 2de12359-a726-4522-8909-d7e0540111c4

Dear Dr Thohar Arifin,

Re: "Initiating Epilepsy Surgery Program with Limited resources: Indonesian Experience"

We are pleased to let you know that your manuscript has now passed through the review stage and is ready for revision. Many
manuscripts require a round of revisions, so this is a normal but important stage of the editorial process.

Editorial Board Member comments
Please address the issues raised by both reviewers. We would recommend having this submission professionally proofed for
quality of language before next submitting. Thank you 

In-house Editor comments
The English language in your text would benefit from improvement for clarity and readability. We recommend that you either ask a
colleague whose native language is English to review your manuscript or that you use one of the many English language editing
services available. Two such services are provided by our affiliates Nature Research Editing Service
(http://authorservices.springernature.com/language-editing/)  and American Journal Experts (http://www.aje.com/)

To ensure the Editor and Reviewers will be able to recommend that your revised manuscript is accepted, please pay careful
attention to each of the comments that have been pasted underneath this email. This way we can avoid future rounds of
clarifications and revisions, moving swiftly to a decision.

Once you have addressed each comment and completed each step listed below, please log in here with the same email you
used to submit your manuscript to upload the revised submission and final file:

https://submission.nature.com/submit-revision/2de12359-a726-4522-8909-d7e0540111c4

CHECKLIST FOR SUBMITTING YOUR REVISION

1. Please upload a point-by-point response to the comments, including a description of any additional experiments that were
carried out and a detailed rebuttal of any criticisms or requested revisions that you disagreed with. This must be uploaded as a
'Point-by-point response to reviewers' file.

You’ll find a handy one-page PDF on how to respond to reviewers’ comments here:

https://www.nature.com/documents/Effective_Response_To_Reviewers-1.pdf

2. Please highlight all the amends on your manuscript or indicate them by using tracked changes.

3. Check the format for revised manuscripts in our submission guidelines, making sure you pay particular attention to the figure
resolution requirements:

https://www.nature.com/srep/publish/guidelines

Finally, if you have been asked to improve the language or presentation of your manuscript and would like the assistance of paid
editing services, we can recommend our affiliates, Nature Research Editing Service:
https://authorservices.springernature.com/language-editing and American Journal Experts:
https://www.aje.com/go/springernature

Please note that use of an editing service is neither a requirement nor a guarantee of publication. Free assistance is available
from our resources page: https://www.springernature.com/gp/researchers/campaigns/english-language-forauthors

To support the continuity of the peer review process, we recommend returning your manuscript to us within 21 days. If you think
you will need additional time, please let us know and we will aim to respond within 48 hours.

Kind regards,

Samuel Brod
Editorial Board Member
Scientific Reports

Reviewer Comments:

Reviewer 1
This is an excellent manuscript describing the establishment of an epilepsy surgery program in Indonesia. The follow up is
remarkable. The "Strategies to Overcome Problems in Center with Limited Resources" section is very helpful especially for other
countries that may be interested in starting a program.
The main weakness is likely from the proficiency of the English language which should be easily addressed through revision.

Reviewer 2

Thohar
Highlight



Reviewer 2
Well written paper regarding the establishment and developing of a neurosurgical epilepsy Center in Indonesia.

Just some questions/comments to improve the quality of the manuscript:

1. One of the main differences between the two phases of the developing Center were the growing equipment in pre-operative
assessment.
In phase one, with less pre-operative study, how was the correspondence between pre-operative and intraoperative findings?
Was it possible to record an amelioration in foci identification and a better correspondence with intraoperative findings in the
second phase with a better equipment?

2. How many patients underwent a PET study?
Did patients with post operative unsatisfactory Engel' s class receive a new PET?

3. How was the correspondence between epileptic outcome and intraoperative findings at the end of procedure?

**Our flexible approach during the COVID-19 pandemic**

If you need more time at any stage of the peer-review process, please do let us know. While our systems will continue to remind
you of the original timelines, we aim to be as flexible as possible during the current pandemic.



19th December 2020 

Dear Reviewers, 

We would like to thank you for your positive response towards our manuscript. 

To Reviewer 1 

Thank you very much for your response, we believe that every country has its unique situation and challenge 

to develop the epilepsy surgery program and we are happy to share our experience initiating this program 

in Indonesia. We apologize for the grammatical errors in our draft and have made sure it has been proofread 

by a native English speaker.  

To Reviewer 2 

Thank you very much for your response, we would like to address the comments. 

1. In the1st phase we selectively performed simple cases i.e. TLE cases with a suggestive EEG

and MRI findings with the overall Engel class I rate 76.8%, compared to the 89.4% Engel

class I rate in the 2nd phase during which we also introduced the use of video EEG to obtain

a more detailed information of the epileptogenic zone location. We argue that improved

facilities and increased experience in managing epilepsy cases has led into improved

epilepsy surgery services as we started to schedule surgeries for more complex cases in the

2nd phase and the results have been satisfying so far, reaching 80% Engel Class I rate for

extra-temporal lobe epilepsy cases.

We also performed intraoperative electrocorticography (based on Iida et al., 2005,

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15660771/ ) to define the epileptogenic area as in several

cases the margins of the area were extending beyond the epileptogenic lesion which

increased a better rate of outcome. In some cases where the epileptogenic area was

suspected to lie in the eloquent areas we also performed awake craniotomy to avoid

surgical complications such as postoperative hemiparesis.

2. The number of patients underwent additional preoperative PET-Scan was 41 patients (see

Table 1), however we did not perform postoperative PET-Scan for patients with Engel

Class III or IV.

3. We think that the surgical outcome has been satisfying for both phases. Regarding the

intraoperative findings, we have presented the outcome based on the pathology of the

epileptogenic lesion in Table 4, showing that the majority of lesion was mesial temporal

sclerosis with 82.7% of cases achieved Engel class I outcome. The second most common

pathology was cortical dysplasia in which we are in the middle of publishing our report

since we found an interesting result of this group. However, since the epileptogenic lesions

might differ in the size and location (i.e. some can be extensive such as hemispheric

atrophy) it might be difficult to perform a statistical analysis to see if a particular pathology

might significantly lead to a better outcome compared to the others.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15660771/
Thohar
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Thank you very much for your response and time. 

Yours sincerely, 

Muhamad Thohar Arifin, MD, PhD 



From: Scientific Reports srep@nature.com
Subject: Scientific Reports: Decision on your manuscript

Date: 16 February 2021 09.41
To: thohar@fk.undip.ac.id

Ref: Submission ID 2de12359-a726-4522-8909-d7e0540111c4

Dear Dr Thohar Arifin,

Re: “Initiating an Epilepsy Surgery Program with Limited Resources in Indonesia”

We’re delighted to let you know your manuscript has now been accepted for publication in Scientific Reports.

Editorial Board Member comments
Congratulations on having your work accepted for publication with Scientific Reports. 

Licence to Publish

As the corresponding author of an accepted manuscript, you must complete an Open Access Licence to publish on behalf of all
authors. To do this, you'll need a nature.com account based on your thohar@fk.undip.ac.id email. If you already have such an
account, please complete the statement here:

https://rights.nature.com/publication-agreements/bf8c2863-b993-4fb6-91a8-e9a99a05e2e0

If you don't yet have a nature.com account linked to thohar@fk.undip.ac.id, you can create one here:

https://idp.nature.com/unified/register/stoa?redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Frights.nature.com%2Fpublication-
agreements%2Fbf8c2863-b993-4fb6-91a8-e9a99a05e2e0

Article Processing Charge

You will shortly receive an email asking you to confirm your institutional affiliation and arrange payment of your article-processing
charge (APC), if applicable. To find out more about APCs, visit our support portal:
https://support.springernature.com/en/support/solutions/6000138386

Checking the proofs

Prior to publication, our production team will also check the format of your manuscript to ensure that it conforms to the standards
of the journal. They will be in touch shortly to request any necessary changes, or to confirm that none are needed.

Once we've prepared your paper for publication, you will receive a proof. At this stage, please check that the author list and
affiliations are correct. For the main text, only errors that have been introduced during the production process, or those that
directly compromise the scientific integrity of the paper, may be corrected.

Please make sure that only one author communicates with us and that only one set of corrections is returned. As the
corresponding (or nominated) author, you are responsible for the accuracy of all content, including spelling of names and current
affiliations.

To ensure prompt publication, your proofs should be returned within two working days.

Publication policies

Acceptance of your manuscript is conditional on all authors agreeing to our publication policies at:
https://www.nature.com/srep/journal-policies/editorial-policies.

Your article will be open for online commenting on the Scientific Reports website. Please use the report facility if you see any
inappropriate comments, and of course, you can contribute to discussions yourself. If you wish to track comments on your article,
please register by visiting the 'Comments' section in the full text (HTML) version of your paper.

A form to order reprints of your article is available at https://www.nature.com/reprints/author-reprints.html. To obtain the special
author reprint rate, orders must be made within a month of the publication date. After that, reprints are charged at the normal
(commercial) rate.

Once again, thank you for choosing Scientific Reports, and we look forward to publishing your article.

Kind regards,

Samuel Brod
Editorial Board Member
Scientific Reports

P.S. If appropriate, you may also consider uploading any protocols used in this manuscript to the protocol exchange, part of our
online web resource, https://protocolexchange.researchsquare.com. By participating, you are enabling researchers to reproduce

mailto:Reportssrep@nature.com
mailto:Reportssrep@nature.com
mailto:thohar@fk.undip.ac.id


online web resource, https://protocolexchange.researchsquare.com. By participating, you are enabling researchers to reproduce
or adapt your methodology. The protocol exchange is fully searchable, providing your protocols and paper with increased utility
and visibility. Protocols can also be easily updated via versioning. Please submit your protocol to
https://protocolexchange.researchsquare.com/submission. You may need to create a new Research Square account. Please
provide details of this article in the associated publications section. You'll find more information at:
https://protocolexchange.researchsquare.com

** Visit the Springer Nature Editorial and Publishing website at www.springernature.com/editorial-and-publishing-jobs for more
information about our career opportunities. If you have any questions, please email
Editorial.Publishing.Jobs@springernature.com. **

**Our flexible approach during the COVID-19 pandemic**

If you need more time at any stage of the peer-review process, please do let us know. While our systems will continue to remind
you of the original timelines, we aim to be as flexible as possible during the current pandemic.



From: SREP_proofcorrections@springernature.com
Subject: Proofs for your article in Scientific Reports ( 84404 )

Date: 18 February 2021 12.36
To: thohar@fk.undip.ac.id
Cc: scirep.production.pr@springernature.com, anchellet@sps.co.in

Ar#cle	Title	:	Ini$a$ng	an	epilepsy	surgery	program	with	limited	resources
in	Indonesia
DOI	:	10.1038/s41598-021-84404-5
2de12359-a726-4522-8909-d7e0540111c4

Dear	Author,

We	are	pleased	to	inform	you	that	your	paper	is	nearing	publica$on.	You
can	help	us	facilitate	quick	and	accurate	publica$on	by	using	our
e.Proofing	system.	The	system	will	show	you	an	HTML	version	of	the	ar$cle
that	you	can	correct	online.	In	addi$on,	you	can	view/download	a	PDF
version	for	your	reference.

As	you	are	reviewing	the	proofs,	please	keep	in	mind	the	following:

This	is	the	only	set	of	proofs	you	will	see	prior	to	publica$on.
Only	errors	introduced	during	produc$on	process	or	that	directly
compromise	the	scien$fic	integrity	of	the	paper	may	be	corrected.
Any	changes	that	contradict	journal	style	will	not	be	made.
Any	changes	to	scien$fic	content	(including	figures)	will	require
editorial	review	and	approval.

Please	check	the	author/editor	names	very	carefully	to	ensure	correct
spelling,	correct	sequence	of	given	and	family	names	and	that	the	given
and	family	names	have	been	correctly	designated	(NB	the	family	name	is
highlighted	in	blue).

Please	submit	your	correc$ons	within	2	working	days	and	make	sure	you
fill	out	your	response	to	any	AUTHOR	QUERIES	raised	during	typese`ng.
Without	your	response	to	these	queries,	we	will	not	be	able	to	con$nue
with	the	processing	of	your	ar$cle	for	Online	Publica$on.

Your	ar$cle	proofs	are	available	at:

Thohar
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haps://eproofing.springer.com/journals_v2/index.php?
token=r8aE2bLZZ5Wo8gQQAzuuEkpsmv2kj8VQPvJPLKuJnvcmq5i00tMnww

The	URL	is	valid	only	un$l	your	paper	is	published	online.	It	is	for	proof
purposes	only	and	may	not	be	used	by	third	par$es.

Should	you	encounter	difficul$es	with	the	proofs,	please	contact	me.	

We	welcome	your	comments	and	sugges$ons.	Your	feedback	helps	us	to
improve	the	system.

Thank	you	very	much.

Sincerely	yours,

Springer	Nature	Correc#on	Team

ASV	Lotus	Business	Park
720	&	721	Block	1
Pathari	Road,	Anna	Salai
Chennai,	Tamilnadu
India,	Pincode	600	002
e-mail:	SREP_proofcorrec$ons@springernature.com
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