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INTRODUCTION

The response to the COVID-19 pandemic is a
tragic aberration gripping the world. As the disease
evolves, uncertainty and fear of harm rises, which
can significantly diminish community health and
wellbeing. This article stresses the importance of
public health preparedness in overcoming social
and health risks associated with public panic.

Since the COVID-19 outbreak began in late
2019, the numbers of people affected and fatalities
continue to mount, causing panic and crippling
vital economic and social activities. Authorities
have failed to prevent inaccurate and misleading
headlines that agitate the public and impinge on
public communication. Fake news and rumors
about magical products claiming to cure the virus
abound. Additionally, people assumed emergency
preparation meant stockpiling resources. Amid
growing fears, consumers raided supermarkets and
pharmacies for supplies, from masks to hygiene
products, and people have fought over protective
gear as tensions flared among anxious customers.

When general panic starts driving political
decision-making, public health professionals may
be unable to implement strategies based on
informed decisions. Researchers argue that

government  secrecy and  non-transparency
diminish people’s confidence and trust, creating
panic (Wilson et al., 2007). Even naming the
disease possibly triggered epidemic-related trauma
and the ensuing public mistrust and disbelief of
authorities; the panic has also sparked a wave of
racial prejudice (Titanji, 2020). Although a series
of emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases,
from Avian flu to Zika virus, may have created
more public awareness, whether leaders can
translate this newfound awareness into meaningful
policies and action is debatable.

Globally, attention is growing on responses
from state leaders, as some try to downplay the
epidemic’s severity to maintain “business as
usual”. In early March 2020, the Indonesian
government was still in a state of denial and was
attempting to convince the general public that the
country was free from COVID-19 (Lindsey &
Mann, 2020) Instead, currently confirmed cases
are growing rapidly, suspected cases are far above
the testing capacity, and case fatality is at an
alarming rate.

In contrast, several countries took drastic
action by declaring travel restrictions and locking
down cities. As an example, New Zealand decided
to implement level-4 measures, with strict
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ABSTRACT

Background: The percentage of cesarean deliveries in Indonesia
increased from 12% in 2012 to 17% in 2017. Purpose: The aim of
this study was to determine the factors that influenced the rate of
cesarean deliveries in Indonesia in 2017. Method: The study used a
cross-sectional design, gathering secondary data from the Indonesian
Health Demographic Survey (IDHS) in 2017. The sample included
mothers who gave birth to their last child in Indonesia in the last five
years; a survey was conducted after respondents with missing data
were excluded. The selection of samples was based on the availability
of data in the IDHS 2017 dataset (8,683 respondents). A stratified
two-stage sampling method was used. Data were gathered through a
household questionnaire and a women of childbearing age
questionnaire. Univariate, bivariate, and multivariate analyses were
conducted using the chi-squared test and a simple logistic regression.
Results: The factors that influenced the rate of cesarean section
deliveries in Indonesia in 2017 were birth attendants (p value = 0.01;
PR = 3.12; 95% CI = 2.88-3.38), number of Antenatal Care (ANC)
visits (p=0.02; PR=1.23; 95%CI=1.03-1.47), low wealth index
(p=0.02; PR=0.89; 95%CI1=0.81-0.98), place of delivery (p=0.01;
PR=0.87; 95%CI=0.81-0.94), and ANC provider (p=0.01; PR=0.57;
95%Cl1=0.53-0.62). The results of the analyses also obtained
confounding factors namely: parity and birth interval. Conclusion:
Factors that influenced cesarean delivery in Indonesia in 2017 were a
low wealth index, number of ANC visits, ANC provider, place of
delivery, and birth attendants.

©2020 Jurnal Berkala Epidemiologi. Published by Universitas Airlangga.
This is an open access article under CC-BY-SA license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/)

ABSTRAK

Latar belakang: Persentase persalinan bedah sesar di Indonesia
mengalami peningkatan pada tahun 2012-2017 dari 12% menjadi
17%. Tujuan: Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui faktor-
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